Easter 2022

Easter Greeting
In Easter, we celebrate the miracle at the heart of our faith, that God raised up
Jesus from the dead and gave him victory over the grave. God has no to the no
that the world said to Jesus in betraying, condemning, & executing him on the
cross. But God has said yes to all that Jesus has done in his life. Yes, to his
preaching and teaching. Yes, to his faith in his Father’s love for him. And yes to
Jesus’ love in the face of hatred. Easter is a celebration of God’s yes to Jesus.
At times this miracle of new life seems unbelievable. But the more I learn about the creative powers of God, the more
I am assured that raising Jesus to new life is well within the grasp of God’s power. I take inspiration from the RubyThroated Hummingbird, a regular summer resident in southern Ontario.
The Ruby-Throated Hummingbird measures 7-9 cm in length with an 8-11 cm wingspan,
which is probably about half the size of your mobile phone. They weigh 2 to 6 g. As a
comparison, a loonie weighs 6 g. The adult male has a gorget (throat patch) of iridescent
ruby red, which changes colour depending on the direction and angle of the sunlight.
Most Ruby-throated Hummingbirds winter in Central America. Although there are differing
views as to what triggers their Spring migration, it is generally thought that they sense changes in daylight duration,
the abundance of flowers, nectar and insects. Instinct also plays a role.
What is remarkable about these tiny birds is that most of them fly across the Gulf of Mexico, a 1,450 km journey in
one night. A hummingbird's heart beats up to 1,260 times a minute during migration, and its wings flap 15 to 80
times a second. They fly alone, often on the same path they have flown earlier in their life.
They then continue north to the summer territory in Ontario.
To me, this incredible miracle speaks to God's limitless power to create life beyond our
wildest imagination. This yearly migration or resurrection pre-dates Christ’s victory
over the grave, but I think that even today, it points towards the miracle that we
celebrate at Easter.
In communion, Michael
Hummingbird Photos: Rev. Michael, near Parry Sound, summer 2021

On Sunday, April 10th, the Water’s Edge community met to worship together for the
first time since March 2020. It was a wonderful reunion that included some faces
we’ve seen seldom or not all since. It was refreshing and meaningful to gather as a
community in person and celebrate with our unique liturgy.
Because 2 years have passed, and because liturgy is so seasonal, the liturgy was by no
means cookie cutter to how we did things back in March of 2020 -so much has
changed, including how we interact with one another, as the pandemic continues.
Michael and I enjoyed the process of reviewing old Water’s Edge liturgies and looking
into resonant resources for prayers and songs that we could include in our reunion
liturgy. We tried a few new things, but made sure to include as many familiar elements
as possible, and we are looking forward to the development of the liturgy over the
next few months. If you are interested in contributing feedback or ideas, I am very
interested to hear from you!
Of course, we had to forego gathering for the meal afterwards, but the ever-faithful
Tanja whipped up a batch of delicious Thai coconut soup that was ready in to-go
containers, with some buns and cookies for dessert. Each member was encouraged to
reach out to one another and connect over the meal by phone or zoom at some point
throughout the week. And since our worship service is only happening monthly for
the time being, we hope people will continue to connect like this, in person or using
technology, or even with small messages here and there, over the weeks in between.
In no time, the weather will be warm enough for us to gather outside for the service
and hopefully to eat together, as safety restrictions allow. But no matter what the
parameters, or how we have to adapt, it is beautiful to see the response to the regathering of this community. We look forward to the way this community will reconnect and grow, both in number and in spirit, as God continues to meet with us
and guide us into the future.

Easter Gardens

A Circle of Support
When Prossy and Ivan asked about a local church, the staff at the Roehampton
Shelter sent them to Transfiguration, and we’re so glad they did! Since that first
week in September when we were worshiping outside, it’s been lovely to get to know
them and see the church become part of their story and vice versa.
New to Canada, having left Uganda with only a suitcase, and living in a shelter, Ivan
and Prossy have faced many challenges over the past eight months. The response from
the church has been beautiful – a spontaneous outpouring of practical support, as
community members identified ways they could help. Winter clothes, cleaning
supplies, food so they don’t go without lunch when they were away from the shelter,
rides to appointments, invitations to dinner, textbooks, help with school assignments,
resume-writing and job-hunting support have all been offered by members of the
church who saw a need and offered to fill it.
As the desire to help grew, a new need emerged – the need to coordinate all our
individual efforts. And so the Circle of Support was born. This informal group started
meeting once a month in February to hear from Prossy and Ivan about what’s going on
in their lives and what challenges they are facing and to brainstorm ways to help. At the
meetings, we also take time to pray for them and the family they left back home,
remembering as we respond to Christ’s call to help those in need, that he already holds
them in his hands.
While there have been, and continue to be, a lot of challenges, we as a church have been
blessed to celebrate happy milestones with them as well: Prossy starting her studies to
be a Personal Support Worker, Ivan getting a job as a Mechanic, Prossy’s confirmation
by Bishop Andrew, and most recently, the blessing of moving out of the shelter into an
apartment of their own. We are so grateful that they are part of our church family, and
that we can form a circle of support around them.
The Circle of Support meets on the third Sunday of the month after the service and all
are welcome to join. Please contact Yvonne if you would like to be added to the email
list (yeverlinden@gmail.com).

Screening In Faith
On March 20th a small group gathered after church in
the Max Ross Room for the latest training
Diocesan mandated sexual misconduct training does not sound like a great way to spend a
Sunday afternoon. Especially when you are new. Especially when the pandemic means you can’t
begin the training with a nice lunch together (when you are starving after church). Especially
when you know it will bring up thoughts and feelings about the ugly, embarrassing side of our
Church that is hard to admit, let alone talk about.
I have been through these training sessions in the past, but this was different. Our instructor was
the excellent Tanja Futter. She began by sharing from her wealth of experience about why we do
this training and how important it is. She facilitated in a way that was open; inviting
contributions from all participants. I have never experienced such an accessible, engaging,
attentive and respectful conversation in all my life in the church!
We talked about different physical boundaries people might have, particularly after the
distancing of the pandemic and how that could specifically apply to our congregation during the
sharing of the peace on Sundays. Awareness and inclusivity are important as we look out for non
verbal cues to make sure all people in our church feel comfortable; whether with a peace sign,
nod/bow, verbal peace, handshake or even a hug.
The time flew by because everyone seemed so engaged; interested to lean in, discuss, ask
questions and work through new understanding in practical application for our Sunday-toSunday context.
This was not just a session to tick off the boxes of watching videos, completing the quiz, and
signing the HR document for the Diocese. It was an opportunity to learn together how we can
make our church a safe and more welcoming place for everyone who comes through the door. I
highly recommend you attend next time this training is offered!
-Jenn Bolender King

The Organ Is Risen!
After many years of silence the sound of the organ was once again
heard, resounding throughout the church on Easter Sunday
This was the culmination of an extensive clandestine operation directed by Rev.
Michael. It was a tale of two Davids; the electrical expertise of David Perry ensured
the organ could be heard again, and musical expertise of David King made sure
that when it was finally heard, it was actually worth listening to! A tiny group of
co-conspirators kept their mouths firmly shut to set up an Easter surprise for the
congregation. All the pieces of the puzzle came together when the time arrived to
sing "Yours Be The Glory"...
"I slipped out after communion, tiptoed down the back
stairs and through the basement so no one would see me.
With everyone looking towards the front during the
announcements it was easy to slip back into the service
and behind the organ console, unnoticed. As I launched
into the final hymn it was inspiring to hear how the
congregation raised their voices in worship to match the
power of the organ! - David King
"I didn’t even notice David was not at the piano and had snuck away to the
back so when the pipes behind us suddenly burst into action, I jumped, then my
heart swelled when I realized what was happening. I got so teary eyed and
choked up, I could barely sing. What perfect timing to resurrect the organ on
Easter Sunday and to play it for the rousing “Yours be the Glory”. Such a
powerful moment that I shall always remember. It certainly got the choir and
congregation buzzing." - Linda Wright
"Seeing the surprised joy and bewilderment of the faces of
the choir and the congregation to hear our church organ
play after over a decade of rest, I couldn't help but think
that this was not unlike what the women felt when they
arrived at the tomb to find it empty." - Patti Ryan

Confirmation Sunday
On Sunday March 27th Henry and Prossy were confirmed by Bishop Andrew Asbil in a special
celebratory service. Afterwards Bishop Asbil and his wife Mary joined the confirmands and their
families for lunch. In his sermon the bishop acknowledged our church's 100 years of ministry and
through the story of the prodigal son reminded us of the loving message of God the Father: "I see you and
it is time to come home" (Full sermon available to watch at churchofthetransfiguration.ca/sermons)

My confirmation day was a turning point in my life. One Thursday
after compline prayers I talked to Rev Michael about confirmation
and he explained how it's done here in Canada. As time went by I got
a message from Rev. Michael informing me of the upcoming visit of
the bishop and suggesting that this would be a great opportunity for
me to be confirmed. I was extremely happy for two weeks! I kept
asking Ivan, "What should I wear? At some point he got fed up. The
day arrived and Rev. Michael invited me into his office and told me
how to answer the questions that the bishop would ask during the
service. When I entered the church I was nervous and the bishop saw
it. He reassured me that it would be easy. It was a great honor to dine
with the bishop afterwards because in my home country a bishop
doesn’t dine with peasants.

It was a really special moment for me to chat with the bishop and his wife. In all the things he said to me he
told me that everything was going to be ok. Thank you Rev. Michael! Just as Peter was the rock of Christ’s
Church, you are the rock of our community. Thanks for always being present to serve not only as a
reverend, but as a confidant, advisor and friend. - Prossy

It was a pretty cool experience! I was nervous but the
Bishop was really nice and that made it easier. I felt like I
was being welcomed into the church in a kind of big way
and that everyone there was a part of it. When he laid his
hands on me I felt like it was more official--now I'm a part
of the church and I'll remember it. - Henry

Music Nights On The Hill
This summer catch some amazing local talent right outside the church!
If I say “I think we’ve seen the last of the snow”, it would clearly be tempting fate, so I won’t say it.
What I WILL say is that I have been enjoying the trend of the warmer days increasing, and the winter days
disappearing into the past. Slowly but surely, summer is on its way.
I have been very much looking forward to our summer concert series on the hill. Last year was a unique challenge of
being able to offer the concerts in person but with a myriad of limitations to observe in order to keep one another
feeling safe and secure. And yet we did it. In fact, it was without a doubt our most successful season yet. The idea of
another successful season, with fewer restrictions, is very exciting.
While the artists are as yet TBA, the line up is shaping up to be a compelling variety of local artists from various
backgrounds, including a jazz trio, a singer-songwriter or two, and an Argentinian Folk band that will have us up and
grooving. It is such a joy to pair local musicians with audiences that deeply appreciate them.
Music is such a wonderful way to gather people and offer connection, sometimes just by being able to look around
and see others enjoying a similar interest, or by resonating emotionally with the music and one another. I hope, as a
church community, we will take advantage of being able to minister to our neighbouring community through this
kind of connection.
Keep your eyes peeled for more details about artists, but for now, make sure to mark down these dates and save them
in your calendars:
July 7 & 21
August 11 & 25
September 15

See you then!

Upcoming
After the joy of Easter we look ahead to
Ascension and Pentecost in the weeks ahead.
The first Sunday of each month is Book a
Month Club and the second Sunday is our
Water's Edge service. We continue with
Compline each Thursday night with the
exception of our Taize service with Christ
Church Deer Park on the first Thursday of the
month.

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
DISCIPLESHIP
NIGHTS

May
1 - Book a Month Club, Isaiah , 12:15-1:15 pm (in-person & online)
5 - Taizé, 7pm (online)
8 - Water's Edge, 4 pm (in-person & online)
19 - Compline, 7 pm (in-person & online)
26 - Compline, 7 pm (in-person & online)

June
2 - Taizé, 7 pm (online)
5 - Book a Month Club, 1 Kings, 12:15-1:15 pm (in-person & online)
9 - Compline, 7 pm (in-person & online)
12 - Water's Edge, 4 pm (in-person & online)
23 - Compline, 7 pm (in-person & online)
30 - Compline, 7 pm (in-person & online)

Complete details are in the weekly email. Not yet on the mailing list?
Email Ann at office@churchofthetransfiguration.ca
111 Manor Road East, Toronto ON M4S 1R4
416.489.7798
www.churchofthetransfiguration.ca

