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 What can we imagine? The dream we are
imagining in this season of waiting is how can
we re-connect, re-centre, and re-commit.

In the following pages, we hope to inspire you
to see the ministry we have done and are
preparing to do at Transfig. We hope to
encourage you to join us as we dream of re-
connecting this Advent season and re-
centring our community on the Good News:
Emmanuel, God with us, has come.

We also asking for your financial support in re-
commiting to the dreams of this community. In
our waiting this year, Transfig has put our
dreams on hold,  In this letter you will read
about our ambitious stewardship dream. Can
you help us return to financial stability and
begin our dreams again?

I wish you many blessings as we wait for the
Advent of Christ's birth. May the angels who
dreamt with Joseph and the Magi, dream with
us. And the Angel Gabriel, who visited Mary
and spoke 'do not be afraid', guide us forward
with confidence as we re-connect, re-centre &
re-commit to the dreams
of our parish.

In communion,
Michael

Advent is a season of expectant waiting. It is
the moment of the year when we prepare to
celebrate the coming (adventus) of Christ in his
incarnation as a little baby in Bethlehem. The
characteristic note of Advent is expectation and
the fundamental prayer is ‘Maranatha’ – ‘Our
Lord, come’ (1 Corinthians 16.22). As a
community of believers, we are waiting for,
hoping for, longing for that day when we
celebrate Emmanuel, God with us, has come.

As the Church of the Transfiguration, we have
also been waiting for, hoping for, and longing
for the end of our long season of pandemic. We
waited 17 months before our doors could open
this past summer. What a joyful day that was
when we gathered in our church and through
the magic of technology gathered in those far
and wide from our community; it was a truly
new and unique chapter in our 100-year history.

But in many ways, we are still waiting. We are
hoping for the days when we don’t have to
worry if the COVID numbers are increasing or
decreasing. We are longing for those days when
the masks come off, the hospitality of coffee
hour resumes, and the children can play freely.
As a church, we are still challenged by the
impact of the pandemic.

The season of Advent helps us look forward to
what is coming ahead. In the musical South
Pacific, one of the characters sings, “If you don’t
have a dream, how can you have a dream come
true?”



in person 
online via Zoom
watch again on Facebook and our website

Connect with the Transfig church community:  

Sunday Worship

Ask Michael Anything, 25 questions to ask the new
priest ... yes he likes pineapple on his pizza
Harvest on the Hill, our family home-coming Fall Fair
Advent Wreath-Making with prayers for use at home
at the dinner table
Christmas Pageant, Dec 24th @ 4pm
Summer Camp coming August 2022!

Connect with our monthly events:

Family Ministry

 
In 2022, we will re-connect our Water's Edge service. 
We were not able to do that in 2021 because of the
COVID restrictions around hospitality, which prevented
us from offering our community dinners. We look
forward to having a new Music Director in place to help
us restart this service. Keep an eye out for a Winter's
Water's Edge in the new year.

RE-CONNECT
Re-connecting our community is about our common life
together and how our leadership team has taken steps
to offer a place of connection to you. We are open again
& ready to welcome you to back. How can you connect
with us?



On the Hill
Our summer Music Concert Series was packed to its
COVID limits.
Blessing of the Pets on the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi
Harvest on the Hill, our Fall Fair, returned
Trick or Treating, a sweet new initiative 
Christmas Carolling, come sing with us this 

Connect with our neighbours, celebrate the outdoors, 
 have fun and make friends on the hill.

       Advent on December 17 @ 7pm

New weekly email updates
Refreshed website
Get to know you visits with Rev. Michael
Increased social media presence
In-house newsletter, the Transcript, is back!

Connect to your church & local community and
stay up to speed with what's happening at
Transfig:

Communications



Compline at Transfig, a quiet evening service twice
a month
Taizé with Christ Church Deer Park, a prayer
sustained by meditative singing and followed by a
Bible reflection by the brothers of this monastic
community in France
Reconcilation Walk with the Diocese

Growing in our faith, following Jesus throughout the
week, and connecting with other churches and our
broader Anglican family. Transfig is there to help you
re-centre your life on the Gospel.

Discipleship Nights

We're taking a FIVE-year journey
through the Bible, one book, one
month. We started with the Letter of
James in November and will be
reading Philippians in December. 
 How many months do you think you
can hang in?  Think you're up for the
whole Bible? 

Book a 
Month Club

"Reading the Bible from the Margins:
Stories from Below", led by Dr. Sylvia
Keesmaat with Bishop Andrew Asbil.
Learn the stories of those people we skip
over in our regular Bible reading. Stories of
marginal women like Hagar, Tamar, 
and Rahab, whose stories can shock us,
but whom if pay enough attention, can
teach us about faithfulness and God's
faithfulness to those on the margins.

Advent
Study

RE-CENTRE
Re-centring is about going to the sources of our
faith to discover how our relationship with Jesus
guides us in our faith journey. Our Discipleship
Nights aim to invite us into practices of prayer
and study that root our lives in the Good News of
the Gospel. How can it transform us?



Words 
from the

Community

My faith journey with Transfiguration has been inspirational. The

church has done great work for our parishioners and the

neighbourhood community. Through the years, I have known the

comfort of being upheld by them in prayer and good deeds.

Pastor Michael's spiritual care has been a blessing and his

leadership continues to inspire me. The dedication of all who

have faithfully served and given their time, talents and resources

have contributed in the endeavour to fulfilling the mission of our

church. We have been blessed with a beautiful church building

and its adjacent green space. As I continue my journey with

Transfiguration, I pray we will be able to uphold 

our responsibility in the stewardship of the many gifts 

that God has bestowed on us.

 

Olive Bensley

Just over 25 years ago we moved into the

neighbourhood and became part of the

Transfiguration community. A community

that was and continues to be so

welcoming. A place to grow spiritually and

connect, in particular when we were both

working and those demands and

parenthood can be quite consuming. It has

been our place to slow down from the

pace of daily life and focus on a greater

mission. Looking forward to the next 

25 years!.

 
Steve & Katharine Klose

At the Harvest fair, I took advantage of a pause

in the action at the pumpkin decoupage table

to take a good look around the Hill. I caught a

glimpse of Ivan delivering the decisive smash

shot over the badminton net, much to the

dismay of his beleaguered opponents (sorry

Richard and Henry). You could hear the

whooping from across the hill! His joy was so

infectious and I felt my heart swell with

gratitude at being able to be back in person

with the community that I had missed so

much. It was a pretty great 

homecoming party!

 

Patti Ryan

The thing about an appeal such

as Transfig is now making is that

it gives everyone who

participates a real sense of

building the community. This is

especially the case when we

have a new priest who is

working very hard to make

Transfig the best it can possibly

be. As the pandemic abates,

now is the time to strengthen

and renew our church.

 

David Rounthwaite

My parents met playing tennis

on the church tennis courts in

1931; the courts were in the

lower area on the west side of

the hill where the children's

playground is now. The hill has

seen many uses / events since,

but I am so pleased to see that

the hill is still such an

important part of the parish

and continues bringing people

in the community of all ages

together. Long may it 

continue.

Russell Smith

[Being part of the

Transfiguration community

means] to worship the

indwelling God in whom we

have our being with folks

who are very much a part of

their community, sharing

worship space and “the hill’

in a warm and inviting way.

 

Jill Faulkner



Sunday Attendance

Our community is

reconnecting &

we're heading in

the right direction

Over 40 years ago moving to Hillsdale Avenue our kind neighbour, a parishioner at

Transfiguration, extended numerous invitations to visit our church. He noticed that we had a

very young child, possibly prompting him to think about Sunday school numbers too! 

And so we finally did. 

 

That tremendous invitation is cherished to this day. Transfiguration is a welcoming and active

community where friendships are formed. It offers a place of calm and a sense of peace

removing us from the constant pressures in our daily lives.     

     

In the circle of life, at times we experience sadness and deep grief. Looking back 24 years ago,

Rev. Canon Alice Medcof offered great comfort in supporting us to move forward after the loss

of Bill, my husband and dad to our son, Marten.  As we moved forward from sorrow to renewal I

give thanks to many caring friends while getting more involved with volunteering.  

 

Transfiguration continues to be blessed with compassionate care and strong spiritual

leadership by Rev. Michael Perry. Thanks be to God. 

 

Helen Wright

Joyful! That’s my feeling as I sit with the choir for the first time in what seems an eternity.

Not being a particularly good singer, I thought I wouldn’t rejoin the “back row” but when

told that choir would restart, my first reaction was to cheer! So here I am singing my heart

out again in the special place that is Church of the Transfiguration. 28 years ago I was

seeking a Sunday school for my daughter - fond memories include Christmas pageants

with Angela and the little Angels singing “Away in the Manger” then her playing Mary and

Joseph! I can’t explain what still draws me to “Transfig” but it’s good to be “home” again. 

 

Linda Wright

LOOKING AT NUMBERS



In a typical year, we make a special appeal at Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas, but this has

not been a typical year.  With everything that has happened this year, we have become

disconnected and missed our opportunity to ask for your financial support.  We are sorry that we

are late in asking, but we hope that you have been inspired by all that has happened since we re-
opened in August. 

We want to finish the year in a position of financial strength so that we can dream again of

ministry that helps us re-connect as a community and re-centre our lives on Christ’s call to

discipleship.  In fact, we want the dreams of our ministry to flourish. How can you help us
commit to financial stability as we close out our 100th year and step into our 101st?  Could

you match what you gave last year?  Could you consider giving more?

Whatever you give, we are grateful for your support. Thank you for being a part of the Transfig

community.  It is our prayer that in Christ, in this place, and with the people of this community,

you will find your spiritual home.

What's the story?

Our 2021 Budget for Community Givings is $160,524

After the third quarter, we were on track for $121,333

 

-$39, 191

 Community
Givings

Re-committing is about supporting the ministry that we
offer at Transfig. Like many churches during the
pandemic, we find ourselves in an adverse financial
situation.

The long period of pandemic pause and the departure
of Rev. Dan have made this a particularly challenging
year. We have had to creatively trim some expenses,
hold off on replacing staff members who have left, and
re-size the positions of Parish Missioner and Parish
Administrator.

These decisions have been difficult, but they were
important in keeping expenses under budget,
minimizing the financial impact of the situation. But
your financial support is the most critical factor in
sustaining the life of this parish. How can you support
us?

$50,000

Our dream

RE-COMMIT



   Canada Helps
Easy to send, can give from anywhere, 

       has a monthly donation option, you can

       use your credit card 

Visit: https://churchofthetransfiguration.ca/give/

   Cheque
Mail to: Church of the Transfiguration

111 Manor Road East, Toronto ON M4S 1R4

                           

or drop them off in the parish hall mailbox 

or during a service

E-Transfer
Easy to send, no loss through fees,  

      swift deposit

Send to: office@churchofthetransfiguration.ca

Do you have questions?

Stewardship Matching

Pre-Authorized
Remittance (PAR)
Stable giving that helps with

church budget planning

Contact the office (416.489.7798)

for a form or visit the Give page

on the website.

For those wishing to deepen
their financial commitment to
Transfig, PAR is the preferred
method of giving.

$50,000
$25,000

HOW TO GIVE

Rev. Michael would be happy to have a conversation with you if you have more

questions. He can be reached at mperry@churchofthetransfiguration.ca 

or via telephone at 647.526.4393.

A generous donor with a long family

connection to the parish has

committed $25,000. Can you help

us match their commitment this

Advent?  We are halfway to our goal. 


