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Lent and the In-Between
Beginnings and endings — that’s the way life seems to divide out. Listen to the stories we swap over
tea; note the sections on your resumé; peruse anyone’s Facebook timeline. Sometimes life even chops itself
up into chapters for you. Your business closes its doors; you convocate; you land a new job; you receive a
diagnosis; your doctor gives the all-clear; you move homes or cities; a baby is born; the adoption agency
calls; a parent dies. All are beginnings and endings, and all are bracketed by those two numbers eventually
engraved under everyone’s name, that first beginning and that last end.
wilderness is the space in-between.
Is it any wonder that we tell the story of Jesus
‘In-between’ — that is where we, the Church
the same way? Birth (beginning), death (end),
of the Transfiguration, find ourselves as a comresurrection (new, strange beginning) translate
munity of faith. There is no missing that; we are
straight-up as Christmas, Good Friday, and
on our way into a new chapter. What we dare
Easter. Jesus, it seems, is the Lord of beginnings
not miss, though, is that we are not alone. Lent
and endings: “I am the alpha and the omega,” he
reminds us that when we strike out into the wilsays in the Book of Revelation, “the first and the
derness, when we step from the thresholds to the
last, the beginning and the end” (Rev 22:13).
in-between places, we don’t go alone. We find
Fine enough. There’s just one thing: beJesus already there.
ginnings and endings are not the whole story.
We find a companion in the dusty wilderThey are not where we live most of the time,
ness. We find a travelling partner on the road
are they? A lot of life — most of it — is lived
of uncertainty, and on the path of repentance
in-between, on the way. So what about all those
and struggle. And if we stick with Jesus in this
unsettled times, the seasons of transition? What
wilderness, we will follow him all the way to that
about all those moments we live between threshlonely hill which looked,
olds, somewhere in middle?
for all the world, to be the
Where is Jesus when you’re
A lot of life — most
end. But on the third day
in the middle?
of it — is lived in-be- we will shout the surprise
Look out into the desert
of Sunday’s new beginning
on the First Sunday in Lent
tween, on the way.
(“The Lord is risen!”). And
and you will see him. He will
among all the things that
be dripping wet from the
Easter means, it means this: God has a surprise
waters of the Jordan, where old crazy John has just
or two in store for us all.
baptized him. Baptism was the grand beginning
But forget talk of endings and beginnings,
of Jesus’ public ministry. But then Jesus shoots
at least for now. It is enough to meet God on
off into the desert like a man possessed. He goes
the way, during the in-between season of Lent,
to the wilderness, that fabled middle-zone into
throughout this transition time in our church
which God had led the Hebrews after Egypt had
community, and in every stuck-in-the-middle
ended but before the land of milk and honey
moment of our lives.
had begun. In the biblical story, the wilderness is
It is not Christmas anymore, but Jesus is still
the place you go when you can’t stay where you
every bit the God-who-is-with-us. He is alpha
are any longer; the wilderness is the place you go
and omega, first and last, beginning and end.
when it’s time to become something new. It is
And he is everywhere in between. ✣
the place of testing, of challenge, of adventure.
It is the place of change, impossible to avoid.The
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Swing in on Fridays from 1:30 to 4pm
for free, high-quality programming for
children under 5, and conversation and
community for parents and caregivers.

Games and Toys
Healthy Snacks
Arts and Crafts
Monthly special guests
111 manor road east • www.littlelambsdropin.ca
A free program offered by the Church of the Transfiguration

LENT AT
TRANSFIG:
All are welcome and invited to

,Our 23 rdAnnual :

Pancake

Supper
at the Church of the Transfiguration

. ON february 28 w
th

Sittings at 5pm and 6pm
(and maybe 7pm for those late stragglers!)
For further information or to volunteer,
contact Amanda at 416-489-7798.

Pay what you can
at the door.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning
of the Season of Lent. It is a season of
penance, reflection, and fasting which
prepares us for Christ’s Resurrection
on Easter Sunday.
Two communion services
will be held on March 1st:

Noon Service

from the Book of Common Prayer

Evening Liturgy
at 7:30pm
LENT & EASTER 2017
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by Danielle Yett

Days &

Nights

I

’m a lover of liturgy. I’d say it’s just because I’m an old soul, but I think that sells short the power of what
happens when, as a group of believers, we adjust the pace of our individual lives to the rhythm of life as
the Church. Such rhythm becomes more obvious during feast days, like Easter, when we pace our lives
together in celebration.

But what about Lent and the rest of Holy Week leading up to Easter? We tend to think of those
times primarily as a chance for self-reflection or as something to endure until we get to the
party. Endurance is an important part of this time, but I also think we ‘endure’ such seasons
because we just don’t know what to do with ourselves when we’re called to be sad together.
I was reflecting on my first TRIDUUM at Transfiguration last year, and I realised that what
struck me most was the weight of being a community for whom God died. The story of Holy
Week is a story that swings from the grave to the throne room, from death to victory in a
matter of days. It insists that we hold these two extremes side by side – not only in our heads,
but in our emotions, imaginations, and actions together. It gives us the chance to place our
sorrows and the weight of our guilt, which seem to have no clear place in celebrations, into the
context of a community in worship.
EVELYN UNDERHILL describes this kind of worship as inspiring “an awed and grateful sense of
being incorporated in a mystery of self-giving love which yet remains far beyond our span.”
Easter lets us celebrate this self-giving love of Christ as ours, but its power as celebration comes
from the preceding days of Holy Week: days that inspire us to sing “OH WHO AM I, / THAT FOR MY
SAKE / MY LORD WOULD TAKE / FRAIL FLESH AND DIE?” (“My Song is Love Unknown”). What Triduum
brought home for me was that as we see the body of Christ going through this suffering for us,
we too learn to live as the suffering Body of Christ. We learn how to take on the suffering of the
individuals that make up the Body and to see that suffering in love. To me, this is the mystery
of salvation made alive through the worship of Holy Week. ✣
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“ ...as we see the body of Christ going through this suffering
for us, we too learn to live as the suffering Body of Christ.
We learn how to take on the suffering of the individuals
that make up the Body and to see that suffering in love.”

HOLY WEEK AND
EASTER SERVICES
AT CHURCH OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION
April 13th

MAUNDY THURSDAY 7:00PM
April 14th

GOOD FRIDAY 12:00 NOON
April 15th

EASTER VIGIL 9:00PM
April 16th

EASTER SUNDAY 10:30AM & 5:00PM
LENT & EASTER 2017
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by the Reverend
David I. Giffen,
Incumbent

NEARER TO
US NOW
I

don’t enjoy goodbyes. I’ve never been good at them. My tendency is to pretend it’s not happening or make jokes
about it or just keep my head low. It might be rooted in having moved from Scotland to Canada at two years
old – leaving behind grandparents and aunts and uncles that I would never know as well as I might have. Or it
might be rooted in having moved house more times than one might want to count in my three-and-a-half decades
of life – but no matter how I rationalize or try to explain it, I don’t enjoy goodbyes.
Since the announcement of my impending departure from Transfiguration, I have felt myself
immersed in one long goodbye. Person by person,
and family by family, you have shared wonderful
and touching memories and faith stories with
me from our time together, knowing that soon
our chapter together will end, making way for
another. It has been difficult, but also deeply
moving to realize how much good we’ve done
together. Your grace and love and support to
my family during this transition of ministry has
meant the world to us, and we thank you.
Reflecting on 2016, it has been a year of building on a solid foundation.
Having made direct intentions (in years prior)
to become a parish focused on discipleship and
Christian formation, our Pastor of Discipleship,
NATE WALL, has led us through courses on the
Psalms, Jesus, Anglicanism and other great topics.
Through Nate’s tremendous leadership, Christian
formation and discipleship at Transfiguration
have become a part of our DNA.
THE WATER’S EDGE community has now passed its
first anniversary and continues to show a depth of
life and authenticity as a gathering of people seeking to follow Jesus together. Worship (especially
the music) has been nothing short of exceptional, and the shared meal that follows each week
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reminds me how important it is as Christians
to slow down and just be with each other.
This community is still in the early stage of
life, but has a maturity of relationship that I
didn’t dream would exist quite yet.

Reflecting on 2016, it has
been a year of building on
a solid foundation
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP continues to be
the place of joy and community that it has
been for many years now – the bedrock of
what Transfiguration has been and will be in
years to come. It is out of the morning service that most of the Thursday community
volunteers come and from which the evening
service was planted. Although attendance has
been somewhat sporadic at times this year on
Sunday mornings, I believe this group is just
beginning to realize how they have been at
the core of ministry in recent years and what
it is God is calling them to next.
KRISTEN HAMILTON AND HER TEAM of gifted
musicians (both morning and evening)
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continue to provide the life blood for worwhom I pass the baton of my ministry to
ship and liturgy at all our gatherings for worfirst in this transition, and I couldn’t be more
ship. I cannot even imagine where we would
confident in the team I leave behind. They
be as a church without them.
are as gifted, driven, and Jesus-centric people
Children’s Ministry has seen some shifts
as any congregation could hope to be blessed
in style and focus under BRENDA O’CONNOR’S
with in leadership.
leadership, and the good soil that was laid by
I also depart during a time of great stabilBECKY POTTER in years past continues to bear
ity and confidence in our lay leadership team.
fruit under Brenda’s leadership. The children
PATTI RYAN and STEVE COATES (Churchwardens)
now play a larger role in liturgy, and just rehead up a group of immensely committed
cently they have
deputy wardens who I know
begun to dewill lead Transfiguration
velop their own
into a bright new era. Your
Our salvation is nearer
liturgy of the
support of them in the comword when they
ing months will be of great
now than when
depart
from
importance. Check in with
we first believed
the wider conthem; offer your assistance;
Romans 13:11, NIV
gregation for
ask them inquiring quesage-appropriate
tions; and don’t be afraid to
instruction.
get involved in their work.
AMANDA JAGT can be described as nothIn his letter to the Romans, Paul says that
ing short of a God-send to the office at
salvation is nearer to us now than when we
Transfiguration. Having been recommended
first believed (Romans 13:11). The sentito us by Sara DeMoor (former office admin.),
ment of his words keep coming to mind
every time I think of what we’ve achieved
Amanda has been a breath of fresh air to the
together over the last 6+ years. It isn’t the
organizational, administrative and even pasprogrammes we’ve initiated or the numbers
toral aspects of the parish. Her attention to
we’ve seen increase, but rather the depth of
detail, and genuine care for the people she
relationship with Jesus we’ve come to know
encounters in ministry, offer a loving and
and see. Jesus is the salvation that has come
graceful encounter to all those who engage
nearer to us in my time at Transfiguration,
our church through the office.
and I believe that because of the witness of
I speak largely about the Ministry Team
one another (something you have also done
here because they are the primary leaders

for me) we have come to see Jesus alive and
at work more fully in our midst.
This why I don’t feel a “goodbye” is necessary here. Not just because I don’t enjoy
goodbyes, but because the One whom
we’ve drawn each other closer to isn’t saying
goodbye at all. In fact, I believe Christ is
only just beginning His work. I will miss
the ways we’ve drawn one another closer to
our Saviour but take great solace in my faith
that no matter how far apart Jesus disciples
get, they will always belong to one another
in Him.
Transfiguration’s story of God’s Good
News in North Toronto is a story that must
continue. I pray that he will deliver you a
faithful Priest to serve our community in
2017 and well into the future.
In Christ,

The Reverend
David I. Giffen, Incumbent

The Triduum with Children

Once a year, Transfig offers all its parishioners, young and old, the opportunity
to walk with Jesus toward the cross. This can be a particularly formative time
for the children in our midst as we experience together, almost in real-time, the
events of that week.
This year we encourage families to bring their children along to experience the whole of Holy Week. On Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday,
and Good Friday, children’s liturgies will be offered during the services, and through storytelling, costumes and song, we will endeavour
to enter into this part of the story of Jesus’ life and ministry. Together
as a whole church family we will celebrate the joy of the resurrection
on Easter Sunday morning. ✣
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by Brenda O’Connor,
Pastor to Children &
Families
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by Elizabeth Fairley & Anthony Ruta

We’re

HERE TO STAY

Below:
Anthony and Elizabeth with two of their grandchildren

L

ast fall, Anthony and I decided to look for a new church home. We were longstanding members of another church that was just too far away. We loved the
community, but the one-hour commute meant that we missed out on a lot of
activities outside of Sunday morning. As Anthony put it, “We wanted to bump into our
fellow parishioners on the street, make coffee plans with them, invite our neighbours
to church.”

On the Sunday after Thanksgiving, we decided to check out the Church
of the Transfiguration. We were made to feel so welcome that we returned
the following Sunday morning. Several people greeted us by name. As we
left, we were offered the unconsecrated Communion bread and the altar
flowers as gifts. Father David invited us to have coffee. Our search was
over. We had found the community we were seeking.
Since then, we have attended the Water’s Edge service. It is hard to
put into words the richness of this experience, but I will try. We love the
people, the music, the liturgy, and the meal afterward. In the process of
setting the table, sharing a meal, and washing the dishes, we have found
connections that sustain us all week. Transfig is the constant in our lives.
A month after our arrival, something struck me. It was November 20,
and Father David was away, participating in the ordination of Jeff Potter.
A guest priest celebrated the Eucharist, but every other part of the service
was led by a parishioner or a member of the Ministry team: Nate, Kris, and
Brenda. I realised that even though our priest was away, we were managing
just fine. “We are the church,” I thought to myself. I didn’t fully realise the
importance of this until Father David announced his move to the Church
of the Redeemer. One of the reasons we chose Transfig was Father David,
and I know that many other parishioners feel the same way. We will miss
him. But it is also evident to Anthony and to me that what David and the
Ministry team have created—what the people of Transfig have created—is
strong enough to withstand David’s leaving.
We are very excited about our new church home. I feel called
to play a role in what I would call “visitor experience”. I am
looking forward to spending time outside of church with my
fellow parishioners, reaching out to the community around us,
and creating activities and events that draw them to us. I want to
say to our neighbours, “Come and see!”
Anthony and I will miss Father David. And we know that Transfig is our
home, now and in the future. In this short time, we have come to know
many wonderful people. We have been filled up every week by wonderful
music. We have laughed at the dinner table and at the kitchen sink. We have
been filled up by spending time with you. We are excited about the possibilities that this offers, and we are grateful to have found a new church home. ✣

YOU ARE WELCOME TOO!
At the Church of the Transfiguration we look
forward to welcoming new people every Sunday
and every day throughout the week. If you have
been longing to connect – or reconnect – to God,
or have been seeking the comfort and care of a
loving community, you are most welcome to join us
here. Sunday worship takes place at 10:30am and
5pm every week and Children’s Ministry is always
available for children aged two-twelve. Make
sure you stay for coffee after the morning service,
or dinner after the evening service, as we look
forward to getting to know you better.. Welcome!

Transfig is the
constant in our lives.

