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But the angel said to them,  
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace among those 

whom he favors!
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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor.” - Luke 4:18

Sunday, December 18th, 10:30am 

by Nate Wall,  
Pastor of Discipleship

You wait for something to happen. You hope. And 
then after it comes, you celebrate. That’s the way of 
things. I mean, who cracks a bottle of champagne 
before the wedding? 

Who throws a house-warming party 
while you’re still checking real-estate listings? 

What football team pours Gatorade 
over the coach prior to the coin toss at a 
champion ship game? 

You wait and you hope, and  then  (if 
you’re lucky), you rejoice. It’s common sense. 

But then Advent rolls around and we sing,

Rejoice, rejoice! 
Emmanuel 
shall come to thee 
O Israel. 

Was that common sense that flew 
past us there, right out the window? 
Rejoice now? Before it happens? 

Like the entire season of Advent, the old 
hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” rolls 
back the clock. We join the people of Israel 
as they languish in Babylon as prisoners of 
war, somewhere in the 6th century BC.

Advent: 

WAITING IN JOYFUL HOPE
O come, O come Emmanuel
and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lowly exile here
until the Son of God appear.

We sing those words for them but 
also  with  them. While they wait for a 
Messiah to come and rescue them, we are 
waiting for that same Messiah to come back 
and rescue us all. We link arms across the 
centuries to wait like watchmen for the mor-
ning, eyes red, looking for the dawn.

And we sing while we wait. “Rejoice!” we 
say — but not for no reason. Our hope is 
not some shot in the dark. God had already 
come once to free them from slavery in 
Egypt. That memory tinged their hope with 
joy. 

And we remember how God came to 
Bethlehem and staged a jailbreak from sin 
and death through an empty tomb. That 
memory tinges our hope with joy. Our God 
is the God who has already come, and there-
fore will come again. 

And that’s why, in Jewish and Christian 
faith, joy and hope can go hand in hand.✣
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by Brenda O’Connor,  
Pastor to Children & 

Families

hese hopeful, if slightly plaintive, words came from a 3-year-old at the 
Little Lambs Drop-In last week. A regular attendee, she knows what to 
expect when she arrives each week for a few hours of fun, food, and 

friends, and she expected to see her best friend.

Her best friend, you see, is Olive Bensley. Olive has been volunteering 
at Little Lambs since it began more than two years ago, and this little 
girl has been coming nearly as long. For both of them it is a highlight 
of their week. They, along with twenty to fifty other children, their 
caregivers, and other Church of the Transfiguration volunteers, come 
to spend their Friday afternoons together week-by-week.

In running Little Lambs, Transfig is providing an important 
service to the neighbourhood around us. In an area filled with young 
families, there is a lack of free children’s programming. We provide 
fellowship for caregivers and children, an indoor place to play (par-
ticularly valuable during the long winter months when parks are not 
as appealing), quality programming, and delicious treats for children 
and adults alike. Countless apartment- and condo-dwelling children 
have practised climbing stairs on the small flight that leads from the 
Parish Hall to the Canon Hedley Room, and many, many goldfish 
crackers (and lattes) have been consumed.

As Christians, we are called to welcome strangers. The book of 
Hebrews says, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 
doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” I certainly 
can’t promise angels if you join us at Little Lambs on Friday after-
noons, but I can promise you the opportunity to serve our neigh-
bourhood, to welcome strangers into our building, and maybe even 
to make a new best friend. ✣

“WHERE’S 
MY BEST 
FRIEND?”

Little Lambs Drop-In is open Friday afternoons 
from 1:30-4. Volunteers are needed to 
welcome children and their caregivers anytime 
between 1:30 and 4, and to help with set-up 
(12:30-1:30) and clean-up (4-4:30).
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Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24th 

4:00 pm  Children’s Christmas Service 
7:00 pm  ‘Early’ Christmas Service
10:30 pm  ‘Almost Midnight’ Mass

Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25th

10:30 am  Holy Eucharist 
5:00 pm The Water’s Edge  

followed by Christmas Dinner

Celebrating Christmas 
at Church of the Transfiguration

New Year’s Day
Sunday, January 1st

10:30 am Lessons and Carols  
followed by a luncheon

by Heather Hanson

Last fall, members of Transfig – like people all over the world – came 
face-to-face with the realities of the Syrian crisis. We were moved by the 
images and stories, and as a church we began to explore ways to help in 

this desperate situation. By the end of Advent we had raised almost $20,000, 
and we decided that we wanted to sponsor a refugee family for resettlement 
in Toronto; however, we knew that we’d need over twice that much money 
to sponsor a family on our own. 

Over the spring and summer we pursued partnerships with other 
groups, and finally in August we made a connection with a group 
called Marhaban (“welcome” in Arabic) who, like us, needed addi-
tional money and people to fully support a refugee family. 

Marhaban has recently stepped in to help a Syrian family that 
arrived here last January, when their original sponsors did not 
show up to meet them at the airport. Cold and alone, Amer, 
Dana (pregnant with baby Theo) and 3-year-old Adam bravely 
and resourcefully managed to find housing and work. While 
they have accomplished so much since their arrival, there are still 
great challenges ahead such as moving to a big enough apartment 
and securing a permanent job. Working alongside Marhaban, 
Transfiguration has committed to helping the family fully settle 
into life in Canada.

Already, Transfig members have taken the family grocery shop-
ping at Costco, met up for coffee, and arranged playdates with 
Adam and their kids. Amer and Adam also attended our first 

Transfig game night on November 4. As the family lives nearby at 
Bayview and Eglinton, they are eager to make new friends and to 
learn about kid-friendly activities in the area. As Marhaban mem-
bers live further north – from Vaughan to Aurora to Thornhill 
– Transfig is posed to be especially helpful with community inte-
gration for the family.

If you are interested in getting involved with the family, here are 
some of their current needs:

1. The family is moving in January and we are looking for volunteers 
to help pack boxes and load the moving van.

2. Amer is studying to pass an exam that will guarantee him a perma-
nent position at the bank where currently he is an intern. They are 
asking for volunteers to help Dana with the boys while he studies 
– either for 2 hours on weeknights (6:30-8:30) or for Saturday mor-
ning playdates/outings.

3. Adam and Theo have winter clothes, but Amer is in need of warm 
business pants, boots, winter gloves, and sweaters. 

If you are interested in getting involved with the family, please 
contact Heather Hanson (hmhanson99@hotmail.com) or Nate 
Wall (nate@churchofthetransfiguration.ca). Thank you for all of 
your support and prayers as we continue this journey together in 
faith. ✣

Update: 
SYRIAN FAMILY RESETTLES
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