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Day Camp for Everyone!
When it comes to idyllic childhood memories, little compares to the opportunity to spend
uninterrupted days with friends. For children, this usually involves running, uncontrolled giggles,
sharing snacks, and occasional ill-fated misadventures. This summer, we’ll be bringing a little bit
of that (hopefully without the misadventures) to Transfig with our first summer day camp.
The week is an opportunity for us to throw open our doors to the wider community, and we already have registrants from both within our community, and from
the surrounding neighbourhood. We’ll have Bible stories, games outside, snacks,
crafts, and even a water-day. Not only is this an opportunity for the children in
our midst, though. It’s also an opportunity for us to all gather together during the
week. Sure, there’ll be watermelon to slice and hot dogs to boil, but there’ll also
be relationships to deepen, and conversations to be had over vats of lemonade.
Consider this your invitation to revisit the summer fun of childhood. Amid
the giggles (and maybe occasional shrieks) of kids thoroughly enjoying themselves, there’s an opportunity to work together as a community to welcome the
neighbourhood into our midst. We’re looking for volunteers to cut veggies, serve
snacks, help prepare crafts, tell stories, sing songs, supervise games, and work in
the background to help us make this a week to remember for the children, and
for each other as we seek to share the love that Jesus gives us with everyone who
comes through our doors.
If any of this piques your interest even a little bit, I’d love to talk to you more
about how you can help with this exciting project. We’re looking for at least
a dozen parish volunteers in all kinds of capacities to give an hour (or many)
to help make this week a success. For more information you can contact me at
BOCONNOR@CHURCHOFTHETRANSFIGURATION.CA , or find me any Sunday. ✣

A LEGACY GIFT
– John’s Reminder To Us
“Thank you.”

In 2014 John was awarded the Order of the
Diocese of Toronto for his lifelong service to the Church

What more can we say? I suppose we could add embellishments such as “heartfelt” or “sincere” – but why? What’s
the point? John has passed away and at this stage no words of thanks will make it to his ears. However, knowing
John, it was not a desire for gratitude or thanks that drove him to leave his parish a significant financial gift.
John Lawer lived an Easter life at Transfiguration. He was an active participant, a
consistent supporter, a committed leader, and a compassionate gentleman – a true
Christian man. I expect that John left his gift as a testament to his time on this earth,
and as way to forward a legacy of continued ministry in and around our parish. John’s
gift was an act of Christian faith.
2

PENTECOST 2016

Right: Isaiah, Tanja
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Summer
Day Camp

The Early
Days of Life

at Church of the Transfiguration
DAY CAMPERS
TH

IS WAY!

Children ages 4-12 are
invited to join us for a week
of Bible stories, songs, games,
crafts, and day camp fun
at Signposts - a CrossTalk
Ministries day camp at the
Church of the Transfiguration

extended hours available from 8:30AM-5PM

Lunch and snacks provided
$100/child, $50/extended hours
Bursaries available

Sign up online at
www.churchofthetransfiguration.ca/
summerdaycamp
Limited Spaces -

Apply today!

111 Manor Road East, Toronto, ON M4S 1R4
Phone: 416-489-7798

Over and above our regular financial support, John believed that we
have each been giving a calling to ensure a Church for tomorrow,
where God’s work can be done in the lives of those who come after us.
A legacy gift is, in and of itself, a “thank-you” of sorts – to those who
came before us and those who will come after – an acknowledgement
that what we do, and what we have done, as Church, matters.
John is the latest of a number of parishioners at Transfiguration who
have left financial legacy gifts to assist and ensure a future for this
Christian community. ✣

How can we help?
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n February, we welcomed a new addition to our family, a beautiful baby
boy, Jakob Frowin James. And while we are constantly in amazement
and wonder with this child, our awe at God’s creation began 9 months
before. Throughout the pregnancy, Isaiah and I wondered at how a baby
which began out of two cells, could grow and develop eyes, bones, a heart,
skin and a brain. We watched as he developed with each ultrasound, and
felt him grow and move inside me. It baffled us and often brought me to
think of Psalm 139:

For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful,
I know that full well.
My frame was not hidden from you
when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body;
all the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be.

August 1-5, 10AM-3PM

There are many ways to assist in
growing a legacy for the Church of
the Transfiguration – and through our
community – love and support for
our city, country, and world.
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by Tanja Futter

Please consider discussing the
options and approaches to making a
financial commitment to the future
of the Parish with Churchwardens
Stephen Coates or Jenny MacKenzie.

I had a new appreciation for this scripture during pregnancy,
and it continued through the birth process. How a female body
has been created to carry and birth a new life. How a little
child who once couldn’t breathe air, took his first breath. How
a baby knows how to nurse, just after he is born. How he has
developed in 2 short months to be able to recognize faces and
voices, and can now start to make his own sounds.
We have noticed how life has changed, too. I have found that
similarly to the call of vocation I have felt working at Sanctuary,
being a parent makes me realize this is a vocation as well. And
so, I am learning to rely on God in many more ways than I have
ever before. We have been given a responsibility that is bigger
than any we’ve ever had and have realized that it takes love,
patience, more love, grace and even more love to raise a child.
I rely on His love and grace, as I offer love to Jakob. I rely on
the hope of His Kingdom, to calm my fears about the scariness
of this world for a new baby. I rely on His strength when I feel
weak and tired. More than once since his birth have the words
“Lord have mercy and hear my prayer” come across my lips, and
I know, just as I have always known, He does.
Each night Isaiah and I sing ‘Jesus loves me’ before we put
Jakob to sleep. It’s a wonderful reminder to me that the love I
feel towards my child – that I would rather have harm come to
me then to him, and that I will love him for the rest of my life
- is incomparable to the love that God has for each of us. And
so, as a new parent, when I feel like I don’t quite know what to
do, I think of the model of sacrificial love I know through Jesus,
and start from there ✣.
3

by Matthew Page & Beth Fairley

HOME AT THE
WATER’S EDGE

I

t was mid-afternoon on a Sunday and as we walked into the Church
of the Transfiguration it was like finding our way home. There was life
throughout the entire church. Gifted musicians were practicing in the
sanctuary, members of the pastoral team were praying and preparing for
the service, the children’s area was full of fun activities to welcome kids in
a few hours, and there was an inviting aroma that drew us to the kitchen.
Walking down the stairs we could hear the laughter and the bustle of over
a dozen individuals preparing a grand meal. Another was peacefully resting
on the couch between services. The church was like a family home before a
holiday feast.

This was Easter Sunday and the community was
gathering before the service to prepare for the celebration of the risen Christ.

HAPPENING AT
TRANSFIG:

Easter lilies surrounded the front and filled our
senses with the sight and smell of hope and renewal. The younger parishioners joined the service
with bright balloons and big smiles on their faces,
ready to participate in the celebration. We sang
in joy that Christ had risen. We reflected on the
fulfillment of the Old Testament prophesies such as in Isaiah
53. Father David guided us through a reflection of what it must
have been like to be the two disciples who met Jesus on the Road
to Emmaus. As described in Luke 24: 13-32 the two disciples,
including Cleopas, were grieving Christ’s death and travelling on
the road to Emmaus where they encountered Jesus but were kept
from recognizing him (v. 16). Yet they still urged Christ to stay
with them given night was falling (v. 29). They invited Jesus in
and then as they gathered around the table Jesus “took bread, gave
thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were
opened…” (v. 30). We shared in prayer and greeted each other with
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10.30 am Sunday Morning Service
Bishop Patrick visiting
5.00 pm The Waters Edge Service
Baptism of baby Jakob

the peace in joy. Then like the two disciples and Jesus in Luke
24, we broke bread and gave thanks to the Lord. After the service
we all set the table and enjoyed a time of fellowship over a turkey
dinner sharing stories, sorrows and joys from the past week.
There is a sense of home at the Water’s Edge that invites you in
and calls you to live in Christian community. We’re reminded by
Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Life Together of the blessing and privilege it
is to live in community with other Christians. The Water’s Edge is
like one big family, young and old, with a diversity of experiences
and perspectives but with a least one thing in common – everyone
is seeking and serving the Lord. In many ways
we are a home living by Joshua’s declaration
“But as for me and my household, we will serve
the Lord.” (Joshua 24: 15). ✣

YOU ARE WELCOME TOO!
At the Church of the Transfiguration we look forward
to welcoming new people every Sunday and every day
throughout the week. If you have been longing to connect –
or reconnect – to God, or have been seeking the comfort and
care of a loving community, you are most welcome to join us
here. Sunday worship takes place at 10:30am and 5pm every
week and Children’s Ministry is always available for children
aged two-twelve. Make sure you stay for coffee afterwards,
as we look forward to getting to know you better. Welcome!

WELCOME
SUNDAY
BBQ
September 11 2016
th

noon - 3:30 pm

