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Transfiguration

Ask us about the many ways of giving:
pre-authorized giving, weekly
envelopes, offerings at services,
annual gifts and bequests.
Drop by/Mail in:
111 Manor Road East
Toronto, ON M4S 1R4
Call: 416.489.7798
Tax receipts will be issued for
gifts of $20 or more.
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Congregational Giving
THIS IS THE TIME of year when we consider
our charitable givings. For some it is also
the time of year when we make commitments for the ensuing year. The Church of
the Transfiguration has had a very busy and
successful past year or so, with the launch
of Little Lambs, renovation of the sanctuary,
planting of a new Sunday evening service and
all of the ‘normal’ repairs, maintenance and
operational expenses.
PLEASE CONSIDER YOUR CHRISTMAS season financial support of your church as well as what
you think you can give in 2016. We have been
blessed with a devoted, energetic and caring
pastoral team and it is our responsibility to
support their work in the Parish, in the community and within the wider church.

With sincere thanks for your financial support,
Transfiguration Finance Committee
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Supporting your church
through the United Way.
MANY OF US GIVE to United Way through our
business or employee programs. Did you know
that many employers match your donations to
the United Way? Did you also know that you
can direct your United Way donations (and
the matching employer donations) to the
Church of the Transfiguration? You can. Please
consider supporting the community ministry
of our church through your participation in
the United Way 2015 Campaign. For further
information on how to do so, please email
Mike Elliott at melliott7031@rogers.com or
call the church office.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2015

By Nate Wall

During the Advent season of 2007 five church communities in the US decided
to celebrate Christmas differently. They said they were tired of frantic shopping
and the post-Christmas credit card hangover. They were hungry to re-centre
themselves on Jesus at Christmas—not merely sentimentally but practically.
So they decided: let’s try to spend less and then give more. Instead of
buying all our gifts, let’s make some of them (just like many of us did
when we were kids). And the time we haven’t spent at the mall? We’ll
give that to our kids, families, friends and neighbours. The money we
save by giving differently? We can pool that together to do some good
for people in need. (In this case, they funded the building of hundreds
of wells for communities in the two-thirds world.)

Over the past eight years that partnership between five churches has
grown into a grass-roots movement of thousands of churches under
the banner of the “Advent Conspiracy.” Their motto: Worship Fully.
Spend Less. Give More. Love All. Thousands of churches like our church
raising millions of dollars. A lot of people loving Jesus practically. A lot
of people mischievously rebelling against a market-driven Christmas.
And, as a result, a lot of people gained access to clean drinking water.
A conspiracy of worship, of mercy and of justice.
In the lead up to Advent I was thinking about the Advent Conspiracy
and wondering how we—the Church of the Transfiguration—could
conspire together this year. What would happen if we decided to spend
less and to give more this year? How, specifically, could we scheme
together for the love of God and the love of neighbour?
Since early September an answer has taken shape. A few people
started asking if we could pool our resources to do something about
the refugee crisis. Then a group in our community met to sort through
the options. Now, in Advent, we’re ready to take the conspiracy public.
As we wait once more for the homecoming of Jesus—who was himself
a refugee in Egypt—let’s do something to kindle the fires of hope for
some people who are looking for a home. ✣
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3

2014

2012
2013

2014
2014

A message from Jeff and Becky Potter
As you’ve probably heard by now, we’re coming to the end of our time at Transfiguration. We’ve been called into some really
exciting, top-secret ministry (think masks, capes and leotards) that’s set to begin early in the new year, and we really hope that by
the time this Transcript is published we’ll be able to share our excitement (and trepidation).
It will have to suffice for now to say that we’ve been asked to start
up something new, and we’re only able to even think about taking
this on because of the way we’ve been formed by, with and in our
Transfiguration community.
It was just over three years ago that we first landed – half by accident – at Transfiguration, both trying to figure out what it might
mean to whole-heartedly respond to God’s call in our lives. We could
not then have even begun to imagine the depths of community that
we would find, and the importance that Transfiguration would play
in our development. Not only did Jeff move from lawyer to student to
pastor over the past three years, but Becky found all kinds of joy in her
ministry with children and families. The growth we’ve experienced
is due in no small part to the room that you all made for us in your
community and in your hearts. Thank you, truly.

Words cannot capture the depth
of gratitude that we feel towards
Father David, Heather and Rory. We
owe a huge thank-you to the wardens
for their tireless care and support.
We really don’t know what we’ll do
without getting to see Kris, Mylo and
Dexter every week. And we couldn’t be
more excited to have Nate, Jen and Brenda
aboard the Ministry Team. We know you’ll
all look after each other.
We will truly miss you all. Know that
you will be in our prayers, and may grace
and peace be with you.
Jeff and Becky
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Celebrating Christmas
Christmas Services

at Church of the Transfiguration

Thursday December 24th - Christmas Eve
4:00 pm – Children’s Christmas Service
An informal family-friendly gathering of story and song.
Costumes will be provided!
7:00pm – ‘Early’ Christmas Eve Service
If Midnight Mass is too late for you — come by at 7pm for an earlier,
Water’s Edge-inspired celebration.
10:15 pm – Christmas Carols
Come early for Midnight Mass and be led by the Transfiguration
Singers as we sing traditional carols of the season.
10:30 pm – Midnight Mass
A celebration announcing the birth
of the newborn King!

Friday, December 25th – Christmas Day
10:30 am – Holy Communion
A celebration using the words in the Book of Common Prayer

Carolling in the Community
Join us on Thursday, December 17th at 6:30pm
to go carolling in our neighbourhood.
There might be snow; there will definitely be hot chocolate.

A Service of Lessons
and Carols for Christmas
Sunday, December 27th at 10:30 am
Christmas luncheon will follow.

