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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.
And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these
words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of
the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things,
and I will be their God and they will be my children.
REVELATION 21 (NRSV)

Tax receipts will be issued for
gifts of $20 or more.

Want to read more?

Open your nearest Bible to
Revelation chapter 21, or go
to http://tiny.cc/rev21
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“As you know, we dealt with each one of
you like a father with his children, urging
and encouraging you and pleading that you
should lead a life worthy of God, who calls
you into his own kingdom and glory.”
– 1 Thessalonians 2:11-12

DEVELOPMENTAL CHANGE
S

omething which continually amazes me, as the father of a young child, is
how quickly children evolve and grow in the early years of life. Watching
Rory grow from a helpless infant who literally couldn’t do anything for
himself, to a crawling baby who began to explore, to a tottering toddler always
looking for mischief, to a little boy with a growing vocabulary and a propensity
for saying no, has been nothing short of astonishing. As overwhelmed parents
with hectic and busy lives, I think it can be easy to lose sight of how much truly
changes and develops in those early years of life.

But the more I have taken time to consider this reality happening
before my eyes, the more I have come to see that, although more
rapidly evident in our early years, this is actually always true in life.
The defiant teenager who becomes the ambitious twenty-something
who becomes the nurturing parent, or the forty-something CEO
who becomes the tender grandfather who becomes the restless retiree;
change and transformation are a constant in our lives.
However, the growth and change we experience are not without
their influencing variables or their mitigating factors. Over the last 20
months, I have seen what it means for the development of a child to
know safety, security and love. I have seen how language is learned,
how behaviour must be taught, and how priorities are evident by how
you live them, not by how you set them.
It is easy to think that how we develop and change is simply a game
of chance, rolling the dice and hoping for the best, but the truth is
that intentionality and purpose can have great consequences.
Serving a church that has seen a generation of change and development during the last five years, I think it is incredibly important to
consider this as our reality as well. We, as a community, have intentionally forged a new path, with new priorities, and many emerging
plans as well. Our congregation has almost tripled in size, we have
committed to Christian formation (discipleship) as a lifelong task, we
have sought to serve the needs of our neighbourhood, and we have
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declared that the worship of God is at the very center of everything we
do, and who we are. Much has changed and developed during the last
five years, but not unlike the growing toddler or the maturing adolescent or the ambitious adult, we too need to renew our intentional
commitment to who God has called us to be.
Just as I have come to recognize, as the father of a young child,
how language is learned, how behaviour is taught, and how priorities
are evident by how my son experiences them, not by how his mother
and I set them – I believe much of this is true for us as members of
the Body of Christ as well.
As we approach the launch of another fall season, I am again (as I
encourage you to do) evaluating my priorities, both where I spend
my time, and where I spend my money. Whether we realize it moment-by-moment or not, the simple and complex decisions we make
each and every day say much about who we are, and even more about
what we believe. The decisions I make as a father to Rory and as
husband to Heather certainly shape the family to which I belong. Just
like the decisions you and I make as members of our church shape the
community to which we belong.
There are plenty of opportunities to renew our commitment – to
nurture the life of our growing parish - whether it is participating in
ongoing discipleship, serving through outreach opportunities, financially supporting our life and ministry, or deepening our engagement
in the worship of God. So this fall season, I invite you to take some
time to consider what God is doing to shape your life, leading you
deeper into the Kingdom of God.

- David +
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By Linda Wright

Are you

COMMITMENT-AVERSE?
When I retired after 40 years in the travel industry, during which I was on call 24/7, I decided to avoid
ongoing commitments. Then along came Meals on Wheels!
When Jeff Potter presented the congregation
with the opportunity to volunteer with the
Yorkminster Park Meals on Wheels Program,
it piqued my interest. I’ve been volunteering
as a driver most Wednesdays for 18 months,
and the commitment is not onerous at all.
I arrive at Yorkminster Park church (at
Yonge and St. Clair) around 10:15, and
then we are on the road by 10:30 or so, and
normally done by 12:30, depending on the
route assigned. If I can’t do the following
week, it’s no problem as they have a volunteer pool - I’m not responsible for finding
a replacement. Volunteers can also change
days. This makes the program very flexible.

The Yorkminster management team make
us feel so appreciated and we meet many
interesting people.
There are nine routes - roughly east to
Mount Pleasant, west to Bathurst, north to
Lawrence and south to Summerhill. You can
be a driver or a runner. The driver waits while
the runner delivers to the client. Initially,
you go out with another team who show you
the ropes. Hot meals are delivered MondayFriday to seniors or special-needs clients in
houses, condos, apartments, and seniors’
buildings. Some have meals delivered daily
while others have frozen meals delivered
weekly on Wednesdays.

Meals on Wheels
Volunteers helps deliver
hot meals to seniors and
special-needs clients in
Toronto every Monday Friday.

Until we arrive we don’t know which route
we’ll be on or who our partner will be,
which makes it interesting. Some volunteers
work seasonally. As a driver, I don’t always
see clients but three routes include seniors’
buildings with multiple deliveries so the
driver will usually help the runner deliver the
meals. The clients are grateful and the runner
can relay any concerns back to the office.
Transfiguration volunteers meet for
brunch on Saturday every couple of months
to discuss our experiences. If you are interested in volunteering as a runner or driver
on a regular, seasonal or on-call basis, please
speak to Beverly Shepherd. I’m also happy
to answer questions about this rewarding
volunteer experience. Also, if you or anyone you know has need of this affordable,
home-delivered hot or frozen meal service,
we can connect you. ✣

THE

Thr ee C a n tor s
in

Concert

The Three Cantors return on Wednesday, October 21st with their trademark
celebration of the power of music to bring joy, hope and faith in Christ to bear
on the challenges of a world of people in need.
Join us and have a great time while raising money for a great cause!
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By Kristen Hamilton,
Director of Music Ministry

A prayer update from
St John the Baptist, Wemindji

Music De-hipified

“A couple of prayer thoughts for Wemindji and us ...
For our community to continue to more firmly take hold of the power of
faith in their lives. That the younger generations especially will make
Christ the Chief of their hearts and homes.
For Lisa and I for good health, energy and creativity so that we are
better able to engage people of all generations with the gospel of
Jesus Christ in ways that are relevant to them.
Many thanks for the prayers!
Warmest greetings to all at Transfig!”
Rev. Rod and Lisa BrantFrancis
The Church of the Transfiguration has a companion relationship with St John the Baptist,
an Anglican community in the Cree nation of Wemindji, some 1500 km north of Toronto.

Starting
again on

September
th

11

Join us again, starting on September 11th, every
Friday between 1:30 and 4:00 pm as Transfiguration
opens its doors to little ones and their caregivers from
the neighbourhood.

Transformation has overtaken Transfiguration. From the
newly renovated space, to the shift in the music program, to the
burst of children in children’s ministry every Sunday morning,
the church on the hill from five years ago does not seem to be the
same church now as it was then. It seems there are new people,
new stories, new carpet, a gorgeous new altar, a new service with
new music, a new drop-in program – all these new, wonderful
things to boast of!
The funny thing is, however, that new things all become
old over time, and eventually we realize that all sacred
things, old and new, point back to the ancient: the water,
the bread and wine, the Word, and the community where
the least of us can gather.
As we gather together for worship each Sunday, the purpose
of the music is to illuminate the story being shared from
scripture. On Sunday mornings, there is a coming together
of string and wind instruments lifting a chorus of talented
voices singing the ancient story through varied hymnody.
As we begin to gather Sunday evenings, we find ourselves
illuminating the scripture through the weaving of the ancient
story together with modern song: contemporary at the core,
but never without the influence of our rich history.
Starting a new
service with new
“Millennials aren’t looking
music on a new
for a hipper Christianity...
platform around a
we’re looking for a truer
new altar isn’t about
doing
something
Christianity, a more
new in a hip and cool
authentic Christianity...
way. It’s about being
no coffee shops or fog
so overtly aware of
and informed by the
machines required“
ancient story that we
- Rachel Held Evans
are part of, that we
can’t help but to want
to share that story in a way that resonates with the community, and
it’s about doing it well. In her book “Searching for Sunday” Rachel
Held Evans puts it so perfectly: “Millennials aren’t looking for a
hipper Christianity...we’re looking for a truer Christianity, a more
authentic Christianity...no coffee shops or fog machines required.”
If our music is going to bring the ancient story to life while reflecting
the modern context we are in, we simply must bring our most honest
selves each week, being sensitive to our culture and well-versed in
musicality, so that we can do so with excellence. ✣

For more information talk to Kristen Hamilton.
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Sanctuary revitalization
Whenever it was first thought of, it was first discussed during Canon Alice Medcof’s tenure at Transfiguration:
the desire to renovate our worship space to better accommodate the needs of our congregation.
Those discussions didn’t bear fruit then,
but they are now. After months and months
of sketching, planning, and consultation,
with the blessing of the congregation, the
work could begin.
The war memorial, in its new place, is
now less in the shadow of the other furnishings at the front of the sanctuary.
Enthusiastic volunteers wearing breathing masks and old clothes made short work
of the old carpet, underpad, and fasteners.
The new carpet was installed once the dust
had settled!
Pews and chairs were removed. The old
altar moved down, and then up again. The
new altar – with wood lovingly salvaged
from the old furnishings – has pride of place
at the front.
The piano and the organ moved in an arrangement that allows for them to be moved
again in the future.
New communion supplies and worship
furnishings have been generously donated in
memory of loved ones.
This whole undertaking would not have
been possible without the loving service of

The new altar – with wood
lovingly salvaged from the
old furnishings – has pride of
place at the front
many volunteers. And there is no thank-you
big enough to encompass the time, expertise,
labour, and care that Patrick Dugan has invested in the sanctuary.
There have been many changes over the
summer, from worshipping with a bare floor
underfoot, facing an almost empty platform,
and standing up to receive communion. But
God does not change, whatever is changing
around us!
It is true that Acts 7:48 tells us that
“[T]he Most High does not dwell in houses
made with human hands.” And yet, as creatures made in the image of our creator God,
there is something deep in us which longs to
meet to worship God in the midst of beauty,
because he has made all things well. God
is not confined in or by our sanctuary, but
he meets us and is with us as we gather to
worship him there. ✣

Sunday, October 4th
– Start thinking now about
who you will invite!

Written by Susan Carlén,
Office Administrator and Executive
Assistant to the Incumbent
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By Jeff Potter,
Pastor of Discipleship

I

THE WHOLE
SWEEP OF SCRIPTURE

don’t think it’s any coincidence that even as we’re celebrating
all kinds of growth and renewal at Transfiguration, we’re also
inclined to look back. As the sanctuary renovation has taken
shape, I know that I’ve found myself going back to look through
some of the old photos in the archives and read through bulletins
and reports from years past. Any kind of growth that is done well
is done with an understanding of where we’ve come from, so that
important things aren’t thoughtlessly cast aside, and so that we might
find a deeper sense of self in the relationship between who we’ve been
and who we’re in the process of becoming.

I think we’ve also begun this process of looking ahead by looking
back in the way that we’ve begun to dig into the rich stories of the
Old Testament with renewed interest. We seem to want to better
connect our place in the story with those who have gone before.
And whether it has been in recent preaching, groups like In Vino or
Back to the Beginning, I think it’s fair to say that we have begun to
see that these stories are relevant, interesting, and deeply connected
to the way that we understand who God is.

Let’s be honest – reading through much of the Old Testament can
be hard work, and making sense of it harder still. But that’s exactly
why it’s best done in community. As we look back at the story of the
great work that God has done through every generation, we begin to
see our own story and our own generation with new eyes. We might
remember that who we are in the process of becoming, both individually and as a community, finds its grounding in this great story that
encompasses the whole sweep of scripture.
This fall, we’re going to begin our most ambitious teaching series
yet. Making use of a new small-group format, we’re going to spend
a total of 10 weeks charting the course of the Old Testament and
exploring the ways that it seamlessly transitions into the New. We’ll
spend time in conversation, and look at big-picture questions as well
as fascinating little details. And underneath it all, we’ll try to sketch
out the endless connections between then and now. Because the same
God who created the world in the beginning also happens to be in the
business of redeeming and sustaining it. Thanks be to God. ✣

Dedication of the

Renewed
Sanctuary
Join us on Sunday, September 13th
to celebrate the renewal of our sanctuary!
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by Ian Thompson

REJOINING
COMMUNITY
W

hen I was younger, I was a member at St. Cuthbert’s, in Leaside. My younger
brother was baptized there, and I was confirmed there; the church and its
congregation were an important part of my childhood. When I was in high
school, my dad moved on to a new job, and so my family moved on as well.

After that, for a long time, I
didn’t regularly attend church.
And then, fairly recently, I moved
into the neighbourhood near
Transfiguration. I visited with my father, and I think he fell in love quite
quickly with the music and the worship. I visited again (and again) and
I’ve since become a member.

For a long time, I didn’t
regularly attend church

It’s pretty different, coming back to the church after more
It’s pretty different, coming
than a decade away. The words that we say together are
largely familiar – I think there are parts of the Book of back to the church after more
Alternative Services that will run through my head for
than a decade away.
the rest of my life. The music that we sing together is a
little different, some hymns and arrangements have been
new to me, and that’s lovely. But what has become most
familiar, despite being perhaps most unique, is the community.
Growing up as a minister’s kid, sometimes it feels like the whole church
has an interest in you, your wellbeing, and your family. Sometimes that
can be a bit daunting. But it brings with it a sense of belonging, and of
support. When I was confirmed, when my brother was baptized, when
the congregation stood and repeated the vows of the baptismal covenant,
I truly felt that these were people who would support me – and
each other – in their journey.
In its way,

it’s been
like coming home.

At a baptism at Transfiguration, and subsequently at the “In
Vino Veritas” Bible study, I had a realization: that when I stood
with the congregation and said those vows, I was again a part of that same
community. It wasn’t the people who had stood with me at St. Cuthbert’s,
but the commitment to love and support and assist one another felt the
same. It isn’t exactly the same – and I’m glad it’s not – but it’s a testament
to this church’s ministry and its community, that everyone has been so
exceptionally welcoming, and made joining this congregation such a comfortable experience. In its way, it’s been like coming home. ✣

YOU ARE WELCOME, TOO!
At the Church of the Transfiguration we look
forward to welcoming new people every Sunday
and every day throughout the week. If you have
been longing to connect – or reconnect – to God,
or have been seeking the comfort and care of a
loving community, you are most welcome to join us
here. Sunday worship takes place at 10:30am and
5pm every week and Children’s Ministry is always
available for children aged two-twelve. Make sure
you stay for coffee afterwards, as we look forward
to getting to know you better. Welcome!

