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All Over the Map
How do you find your way around? Many of us use GPS or our phones when we travel, and
that often works well. But what do we do when we travel into unchartered territory, beyond
the reach of the GPS map?

Soli Deo Gloria, Heather Giffen

The story is told of a man who had to find his way in a rural setting. A local farmer
volunteered to drive with him, to navigate. After a long and winding journey the
man said, “I would never have found my way with a description jotted on a piece
of paper. The man was the map.” Jesus describes himself as the way, the truth,
and the life. He is also the map. He will lead us, and he will never leave us or
forsake us.

To have a submission considered for
the upcoming issue of the Transcript,
please contact Susan Carlén at
office@churchofthetransfiguration.ca
or call 416.489.7798.

In this issue of the Transcript you will read about how we can follow God into
unchartered territory, learning to listen to God’s voice and finding out what’s
next. Let us travel bravely, to the water’s edge and beyond, because we travel in
and for God’s kingdom.
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Transfiguration

Ask us about the many ways of giving:
pre-authorized giving, weekly
envelopes, offerings at services,
annual gifts and bequests.
Drop by/Mail in:
111 Manor Road East
Toronto, ON M4S 1R4
Call: 416.489.7798
Susan Carlén,
Office Administrator
Tax receipts will be issued for
gifts of $20 or more.

Back to the Beginning
It’s tempting to think of the Old Testament as
outdated, brutal and perhaps even irrelevant - full of
things like child sacrifice, slavery, and exile. But what
if we could come to see familiar Old Testament stories
in a whole new light, as being engaging, spirit-filled,
and even revolutionary?
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- a new look at the Old Testament Stories

Come and join us after church from 12:15 to 1:45
on May 31, June 7 and June 14, as we share lunch and
explore three Old Testament episodes with new eyes.
Please sign up in the narthex if you’re planning to
attend, and speak with Jeff Potter if you have any
questions. Childcare will be available.
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by Jeff Potter,
Pastor of Outreach and Evangelism

LISTENING FOR
HIS VOICE

A

little while ago, when I was playing with a group of children at Little
Lambs, I noticed something remarkable. The room was a little more full
than usual, and there was all kinds of noise going on. All of a sudden, one
of the kids I was playing with perked his head up and turned around as if he
heard something particular over the din.

I hadn’t noticed anything,
Sure enough, she was
so I paused and listened a
calling for him, her voice
little more carefully as I
watched his gaze turn and
mixed into a sea of noise
settle on his mother across
loud enough that I hadn’t
the room. Sure enough,
even noticed.
she was calling for him,
her voice mixed into a sea
of noise loud enough that
I hadn’t even noticed.
But the obvious, intuitive thing that struck me as new and remarkable was that this child was able to recognize his mother’s voice over all
of the noise, because he had learned to really hear it – he had become
attuned to the particular sound, timbre, and pattern of her voice, so
that he really knew it. Her voice wasn’t just one more added to the
room; it was distinctive, and he had ears to hear its particular call.
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It struck me that this is what discipleship looks like. As we journey in our Christian faith, we come to recognize who Jesus really
is – the life-giving, risen Son of God who created all things, affirms
the goodness of our humanity, and makes all things new – and then
we’re called to learn what it means to follow him. We sometimes
struggle to pick out his voice over all of the noise around us, but the
ongoing work of the disciple is to learn to recognize the distinctive
pattern, cadence, and timbre of the voice of Jesus.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus describes himself as the good shepherd,
and insists that regardless of what flock they might come from, the
one thing that distinguishes his sheep is that they hear his voice – he
knows them, and they follow him. My friends, it is no exaggeration to say that as the various sounds of busy schedules, pressures,
struggles, plans, expectations, hopes and joys build and fill our lives
with sound, it can be incredibly hard to find a way to recognize the
voice of God. But as we journey together, spending time in Christian
community,
journeying
a little bit deeper into the
Discipleship means
rich unfolding of scripture,
making an effort to
becoming a little more
attentive to the rhythm of
recognize the voice of
prayer, we allow ourselves
Jesus
to be conditioned to hear
the voice of Jesus a little bit
more clearly.
Discipleship means making an effort to recognize the voice of
Jesus, and to allow ourselves to be made new in the abundant life
that he offers. When we take discipleship seriously as a community,
we let ourselves be shaped and formed by worship, prayer, scripture
and life together. We come to see that discipleship isn’t just Christian
jargon, or an extra-credit program for the keeners that like to stick
around after service. Discipleship is all about learning how to hear
the voice of Jesus, for it calls us into abundant life. ✣
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Following God:

EXPANDING MINISTRY AT

“What’s next? ” A few years ago, at an annual general meeting, I shared with
the congregation, how that question is always on the tip of my tongue – that
it is at the very core of my nature to look steps ahead on the journey – always
curious as to what God has in store for us next. I learned long ago that no matter
how hard we might try to resist it, our life is always changing and transforming;
that God is always at work ahead of us, inviting us to follow and participate in
the work he has begun.
Over the last five years, together, we have sought to respond to God’s
invitation – constantly at work to participate in his kingdom-building movement in our neighbourhood, and in the world. That has
involved changes in culture and direction in our parish, alterations
to the way things have been done in the past, and new emphasis on
where we spend time, money and other resources. When I talk about
the Transfiguration community to others in the Diocese, I always
seem to find myself saying how incredible it is to serve a group of
people who so readily seek to shift and transform based on the needs
we see around us.
This year (more specifically, this September), our community will
launch a second Sunday worshipping opportunity that we will call
“The Water’s Edge.” Responding to a reality in our neighbourhood
- whereby Sunday morning presents a significant challenge and
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conflict for a growing demographic of people to attend weekly worship - we have decided to offer a worship service on Sundays at 5pm.
In many ways, the Water’s Edge will be a traditional Anglican
Eucharistic liturgy – gathering together, hearing scripture proclaimed
and interpreted, professing our faith alongside one another, and then
responding to God’s grace by coming to the table for communion.
But in other ways, Sunday evenings will appear quite different. The
clergy and servers won’t be wearing vestments as they do on Sunday
mornings (perhaps a stole for the presiding celebrant); there won’t be
a formal procession or recession in and out of the church; and the
music will present a blend of both recognizable hymnody, as well
as fresh new additions, led by a piano, instruments like guitars, and
maybe even a drum.
The idea is that while we may not all be able to worship at the same
time, or even desire to worship in the exact same way, we shall all belong to the same Transfiguration community, and engage in ministry
together. Members of both worshipping communities will participate in initiatives like Meals-on-Wheels and the Little Lambs DropIn. Worshippers from both services will gather for scripture study
together on Tuesday nights, when we share wine, cheese and fellowship at ‘In Vino Veritas’. Both morning and evening parishioners will
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TRANSFIGURATION
gather together for special services like Ash Wednesday and Maundy
Thursday – united as one body in Christ.
This expansion of ministry presents us with a great and important
opportunity – an opportunity for more people to enter into Christian
community and come to know the good news we continue to learn
about, the Good News found in Jesus Christ. It is an exciting time to
engage in ministry in our neighbourhood – a time when new opportunities and possibilities seem to abound.
I look forward to seeing what God has planned for us, where God is
already working before us, and the ways in which God will call us
to respond. ✣

- David +

Thinking about
Is it time for your child to be baptized?
Or do you as an adult wonder about
being baptized yourself?
The next two opportunities for our community to
celebrate baptisms will be on Sunday, September 13th
(Holy Cross) and Sunday, November 1st (All Saints).
Father David would be delighted to speak with you
about joining God’s family.

PENTECOST 2015

5

You are Invited to our pentecost

And a free outd
oor concert
with

SHAWN
BRADY
& The Northern Sons
NOON

may

24

from
UntiL 2 PM

Why not join us for 10:30am worship on Sunday May 24th, and then stick
around for an afternoon of fun, food and celebration outside on the
Transfiguration Hill? Family-friendly activities include a bouncy castle,
face painting, a BBQ, and the opportunity to drench Father David, and
Kristen & Jeff from Little Lambs once again in the dunk tank!
From Noon until 2pm the Shawn Brady & the
Northern Sons will be putting on a free outdoor
concert! Invite your family, friends and neighbours
to what is sure to be another unforgettable afternoon!

Where?

Thanks to Chad’s Valu-Mart for
once again providing the food!

At the Church Hill!
Just set your GPS to

111 Manor Road East
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www.churchofthetransfiguration.ca
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by Ilana Isaacs
Theological Student

Hello to everyone at
Transfiguration,
My name is Ilana Isaacs, and I’m excited to be Church of the
Transfiguration’s new theological student for the coming year. I
come from Winnipeg, Manitoba, and was sent off to Toronto by a
large, rowdy, and loving family and Anglican community.

So how does a Mennonite prairie girl from rural Manitoba
end up working in a lively Anglican parish in Toronto?
It’s a long story… But to make a long story short, I moved
to Toronto to begin my Master of Divinity at Wycliffe
College, with the goal of doing chaplaincy or pastoral
care ministry of some sort. Last fall my sister suggested attending Church of the Transfiguration, since I live not too
far from the church and she had heard many good things
about the work going on here. I walked up the hill and
into a baptism service full of friendly faces, little kids, and
much joy. A certain red-haired incumbent found out that
I am a seminarian and asked me if I’d like to be involved
at Transfig as a theological student, and I couldn’t refuse!

heads toward the table of grace, and to accept together
with joy and gratitude the Bread of Life. However, this
work is facilitated by many hours of hard work, planning,
and passion, and I look forward to participating in this
work as best as I am able over the next year.
I will be in Winnipeg for the summer to complete a
Clinical Pastoral Education course, which is a sort of
internship for chaplains in a hospital, and returning to
Toronto in September. I would greatly appreciate your
prayers over the summer as I learn more about myself,
our faith, and the work which awaits me here at Transfig.
Many blessings for the summer! ✣

I have been attending Transfig occasionally for the last
few months and I have been consistently impressed by the
warmth and vision of this growing community. Although
the idea of parish ministry has always been alarming to
me, an introvert, Father David has convinced me that
ministry in a community such as this is vital to grasp the
depth of the foundational work of the Church – in the
building, the parish, the wider community, and as part
of the global Anglican family. To me, the work of the
Church is ultimately to point its parishioners to the cross,
to walk with them with trembling footsteps and bowed

Navigation Numbers
— the year the first Anglican church
was built in Canada (in Halifax, NS)
— the number of St. Paul’s missionary
journeys recorded in the Book of Acts
— approx. number of steps between
Church of the Transfiguration and
St. John the Baptist in Wemindji
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Sanctuary renovation has begun
The Sanctuary renovation in the
budget approved at Vestry has
begun! The bulk of the work will be
done
June and July, and services
ers,
Chein
will continue throughout.

+ Terry Finlay

We look forward to celebrating
together in our renewed space.
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by Nate and Jen Wall

Each time Jen and I have visited Church of the Transfiguration over the last two
years — whether for the Thursday afternoon service, Lessons and Carols after
Christmas, Art in the City, or the Easter Vigil — we left with a spring in our step. That
makes us especially excited to call Transfiguration our home this fall when I (Nate)
join the Ministry Team.
September will bring plenty of chances for us to get to know each other.
In the meantime, though, here’s a little about us. Jen hails from Montreal,
the poutine and smoked meat capital of Canada. We met in college when
she moved to my home province, Saskatchewan, the land of endless fields
and rabid CFL fandom. We married, Jen launched a wedding photography business, and then in 2012 we moved to Toronto so I could study
at Wycliffe College. Last spring I finished a master’s degree in theology
at Wycliffe. This fall I started my doctoral studies. Most days, you can
find me with my nose in the Old Testament
the sermons of 17th cenSaskatcor
h
e
an years, downtown
tury Anglican poet John Donne. Over these pastw
three
Toronto has become our home. We live just a few subway stops south of
Transfiguration, and we share our apartment with two cats (yes, two),
present placeholders for future kids.
I said that we’re excited to join the Transfiguration family. Let me say
just a little more about why. Really, it comes down to what we’ve seen
in person and heard from others (word is out, my friends—and not only
because Father David keeps a steady stream of Facebook and Twitter updates flowing). There’s your lively liturgy, which makes it clear that worship is the beating heart of Transfiguration. There are the stories about
how the good news of Jesus has taken hold of the community—stories
of new life, of baptisms, of faith rediscovered and renewed. There’s the
way that you’ve embraced your location as a calling. God has gathered
you on this little hill in a residential neighbourhood, and you treat that
location like it’s a call to show hospitality to your neighbours, whether in
welcoming young families on Fridays at Little Lambs, or in turning the
Transfiguration hill into a Christmas tree depot in the winter, or the staging ground for a Pentecost party. And then there are new things afoot,
alongside all the stories past and present. As you know, the fall will see
the seeding of a new Sunday evening community called Water’s Edge. Jen
and I will be playing a part on that team too.
Which is all to say: Jesus seems to be up to something at Transfiguration.
Jen and I are excited that we’ll soon get to take part in it with you. Bless
you, sisters and brothers. We’ll see you on the other side of summer. ✣

Montreal

Church of the
Transfiguration

YOU ARE WELCOME TOO!
At the Church of the Transfiguration we look
forward to welcoming new people every Sunday
and every day throughout the week. If you have
been longing to connect – or reconnect – to God,
or have been seeking the comfort and care of a
loving community, you are most welcome to join
us here. Sunday worship takes place at 10:30am
every week and Children’s Ministry is always
available for children aged two-twelve. Make sure
you stay for coffee afterwards, as we look forward
to getting to know you better. Welcome!

