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Hello from the Church on the Hill!

To have a submission considered for
the upcoming issue of the Transcript,
please contact Susan Carlén at
office@churchofthetransfiguration.ca
or call 416.489.7798.

The church on the hill – perhaps the place where you walk your dog, or buy
your Christmas tree. However much or little you have noticed us or know us, we
want to welcome you.

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS

Next issue: November 16th, 2014
Submissions for this edition
are due by October 29th, 2014

Supporting
Church of the
Transfiguration

Ask us about the many ways of giving:
pre-authorized giving, weekly
envelopes, offerings at services,
annual gifts and bequests.
Drop by/Mail in:
111 Manor Road East
Toronto, ON M4S 1R4

The Church of the Transfiguration is a growing community of
Jesus’ followers seeking to bring new people into Christian life.
We are committed to telling God’s story in many different ways.
We are under renewed management! Our dynamic ministry team
is committed to the church and the wider community, and excited
about new and existing projects. From visiting retirement homes to
participating in Meals on Wheels in the community to the Little
Lambs Drop-In Centre for children and caregivers (starting in
October), we are excited about what God is doing within and outside
our walls.
We want to welcome you where you are, not where we are.
You do not have to share all (or any) of the same beliefs as the
practicing Christians within our community to be welcome here.
You can belong before you believe.

Welcome!

Call: 416.489.7798
Susan Carlén,
Office Administrator
Tax receipts will be issued for
gifts of $20 or more.

Jesus says, “I came that they may have
life, and have it abundantly”
John 10:10
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“My brothers and sisters, my new church family… the
generations of a church within its own walls must come to
an end. Let us step forward to build up this church we call
home, and let us shine with a transfigured light. For God’s
light shines bright within this place – let us shine it out
onto God’s world.”
– Father David on our first Sunday together in October 2010

CHOOSING TO STAY
When I arrived at Transfiguration in the fall of
2010, neither the congregation nor I knew how the
future would unfold. Two decades of steady decline
had led to discussions about closing our doors and
amalgamating with another congregation. Bishop
Patrick told us that we had twenty-four months to
intentionally discern what God was calling us to do.
We prayed. We gathered for conversation.
We prayed. We read scripture for guidance.
We prayed some more. We knocked on
doors. We prayed. We experimented with invitation. We prayed. We continued to serve.
We prayed… again and again and again.
Today, the average Sunday attendance at
our main Sunday liturgy has almost tripled
from the attendance four years ago. We
rejoice in the almost thirty kids enrolled in
Children’s Ministry (up from one in 2010)
and we are building outward-facing ministries (Little Lambs Drop-In Centre & Meals
on Wheels), learning to better serve our
neighborhood.
There is much to celebrate.

When re-booting church ministry, there
are two important phases that a congregation must go through: Recovery and then
Renewal. Over the last year, I began to realize that we had patiently, intentionally and
prayerfully journeyed through recovery, and
were now ready to begin a period of renewal.
Recovery focuses on reconstruction and
revival, while renewal focuses on being born
anew. It was when I came to realize that
Transfiguration was ready for this renewed
journey, I became confident in God’s call
for me to stay in this community, and help
discern with you where God is calling us to
go next.
My appointment as Incumbent in May
began this process. Appointing Jeff Potter
as Pastor of Outreach and Evangelism, and
Kris Hamilton as Director of Music Ministry
were integral to moving forward. With
Cammy Jones leading the Children, Susan
Carlén running the office, and Marili Moore
supporting the priestly ministry of the parish, we are now staffed for continued growth,
expansion and service in the next chapter of
Transfiguration’s ministry.

On my first Sunday at Transfiguration, I
looked out upon a small group of dedicated
Anglicans who wanted desperately to share
their love of God, Christian community and
ministry. I saw a group of people who were
afraid of the uncertain future and unsure of
what to do next. And I won’t lie, on that first
Sunday… I trembled with you.
But we laid our fears before the cross of
our Saviour. We gave our future to Him and
asked Him to lead us wherever He believed
we should go. We prayed. We discerned. We
shared. We loved. We prayed some more. We
followed Jesus where He led us, and now we
prepare to renew the answer to His call.
This year, we celebrate renewal at
Transfiguration. This year, we celebrate God’s
calling us into Christian ministry. We move
forward with grateful hearts, open eyes, and
loving hands and feet for the world. We
move forward in realization that the future
will always be uncertain, that we will never
know what God has in store for us next. But
we move forward in faith that God will lead
the way. We move forward knowing that in
Christ we need not be afraid.

- David +
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Growing outside our walls

by Jeff Potter,
Pastor of Outreach and Evangelism

M

uch has been said, within these pages and elsewhere, about the
tremendous growth that Transfiguration has experienced over the
past few years. Pews which once were empty are becoming full
again, the wonderful sounds of children at play have multiplied, and parish
events have begun to present opportunities to get to know new people.
But, somewhere behind it all, there remains a quintessentially practical
theological question – what does healthy church growth look like?

Many experts in this area would suggest that a healthy church can
grow and function with a primary focus on internal events, all
the ‘usual’ church gatherings. But in my humble estimation, this
is a misunderstanding of the basic function of church. I strongly
believe that the church does not exist only, or even primarily, to
serve the people who tend to make appearances inside of it on
Sunday mornings. Put another way, the church does not so much
have a mission in the world, as God has a mission in the world
which happens to include the church. Jesus calls us to gather as a
community of love, hope and light, offering the world a glimpse
of a new way of living and relating to one another.
It is a true privilege to see this view take root and begin to bear
fruit within the Transfiguration community. It’s also the reason
I’ve got a job. As we continue to grow in numbers and increase
in faith, as we journey together as a community of people seeking
to more fully grasp what it means to live as the hands and feet of
Jesus in the world, I have been asked to find ways of reminding
us that our faith calls us to service beyond our doors. There may
be times when I speak this reminder with a loud voice, and there
may be times that my voice seems quiet. But the truth is that this
task isn’t really about me, and isn’t really even about us, but about
being responsive to the activity of God in our midst.
It’s through initiatives like our Meals on Wheels partnership
with Yorkminster Park Baptist Church and our blossoming Little
Lambs Drop-In Centre that we find simple ways to engage in
genuine acts of service within our community. The goal isn’t to
find the newest, shiniest ways of attracting people to our church,
reversing decline, making better toast or losing ten pounds. Rather,
the goal is to find real, often simple, ways of selflessly caring for
those around us, loving as Christ first loved us. The funny thing is
that these kinds of simple actions have a habit of speaking much

By Susan Carlén,
Office Administrator
and Executive
Assistant to
the Incumbent
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louder than words. It’s when we go about this work, when we
show the world a glimpse of the Kingdom of God in our midst,
that people tend to become interested in what we’re up to.
It also tends to be an integral way of living our faith, and making sure that we grow not only in numbers, but also in love and
depth of faith. ✣

Office Administry

“I’m sorry.” These are words I hear often, and they
almost always come from people who have no
need to apologize.
One of the things I love best about my job
is interacting with people. Sometimes it is
my privilege to speak with people who are
in difficult circumstances. Those are the

moments when I am glad that prayer exists.
When there is nothing to be ‘done’ we can
pray – I can pray.
Since I am the only one in the office,
anyone who calls or stops by becomes my
colleague for a while. I enjoy helping with
whatever church business people are asking about, and chatting and hearing how
things are going for them. At the end of
such conversations is usually when the “I’m
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By Kristen Hamilton,
Director of Music Ministry

Transfigured Music Ministry
In all my years as a church pianist, I have never encountered a crowd quite like those at the Church of the Transfiguration. They are a
community eager to participate and where words of thanks and appreciation are spoken generously and frequently, making the
life and service of a church musician a sheer joy. Father David, the ministry team and Wardens made my position permanent as of
July 1st, and we are working in, and towards, some exciting times! The positive response to bringing me, my piano skills, and my
faux-hawked hair on board has been overwhelming and is an incredible blessing to my family.
Our music program has some really incredible house
talent, both in the choir loft as well as in the pews. Being
new to the task of leading a choir, our choir has been
amazingly accommodating at my Sunday morning quests
for adding in harmony lines and even full-out stanza
rounds at a moment’s notice – and have pulled it off excellently! Although we have a set rotation of singers from
our Transfiguration community who solo our Psalms each
Sunday, that doesn’t stop us from adding in extra voices or
special music when other talent from the pew pops up! So
far, this has looked like extra soloists during the beautiful
Easter Triduum, and singing contemporary Christian
music during communion. The best part about our music
program: there is no prerequisite or specific skill needed
to be part of our Sunday morning choir. You don’t need
to be able to read music, have perfect pitch or know all
the songs…in fact you don’t really even need to be able to
carry a tune in a bucket! All that’s required is showing up
at 9:30am for rehearsal with a smile and giving it your all.

So where is the Transfigured Music Ministry
headed? This fall, we are so excited to welcome
into our regular rotation schedule three familiar
faces: Brenton on cello, Rebecca on violin, and
Drew in the choir loft! These three incredible
musicians are going to work with us to build our
music program, expand the spectrums of sound
and depth, and most importantly, become essential
parts of our Transfiguration community.
What I love the most about the music program at
the Church of the Transfiguration is that we are first
and foremost a community who loves to sing and
be part of making beautiful music. If you are
interested in joining us but have questions or
reservations, don’t hesitate to contact me! We
are growing in size, growing in confidence and
growing in harmonies, and we would love to
have you on board! ✣

“ Stand at the crossroads, and look ...
where the good way lies; and walk in it,
and find rest for your souls.”
Jeremiah 6:16

sorry for taking up your time” is said, but
the truth is that keeping in touch with the
Transfiguration family is part of my job, as
well as something I enjoy anyway.
I am sure that there are some who wonder,
“What does Susan do in the office all day?”
Keeping the office and the administrative
side of the ministry of Transfiguration running involves many ordinary tasks: preparing
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Sunday bulletins, making sure bills get paid,
overseeing parking contracts, dealing with
space users, arranging visits. Much of our
lives, most of the time, are ‘ordinary’, and
God delights to meet us there and minister
through us:

down, and are acquainted with all my
ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, O
LORD, you know it completely. In your book
were written all the days that were formed
for me, when none of them as yet existed.”
Psalm 139:1-4, 16

“O LORD...you know when I sit down and
when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from
far away. You search out my path and my lying

I count it a privilege – most days! – to do
these ordinary tasks, to minister in this way,
to serve this community and serve God. ✣
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By Marili Moore,
Honorary Assistant Priest

Nursing homes and

CARING FOR
THE FORGOTTEN
“Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to
go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and
someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.”
(John 21:18)

When I was training to be a Chaplain
at Scarborough Grace Hospital, these
words of Jesus to Peter kept running in
my mind. No-one wants to be ill; no-one
wants to be frail and in need of institutional help. Everyone would rather be
healthy and be able to fasten their own
belts – not needing someone else to do
it for them. But many elderly members
of our society are in this state of dependence. They are frail in different ways and
find themselves in places which look after
their physical needs, but each day drifts
into the next with its daily routines of
care, medication, cleansing and eating.
This is why the nursing home services run by the Church of the Transfiguration are so
important. Regular services give patients something to look forward to, and encourages
a sense of still being part of the outside world. They are not forgotten. Once a month
our Church runs the communion services at the Meighen Residences near Davisville
and Yonge. These homes are run by Salvation Army ministers who make every effort to
meet the physical and spiritual needs of their patients. Because they cannot administer
communion they have turned to us, their Church neighbour, to provide this ministry.
The communicants range from Presbyterians to Anglicans to Catholics and back
again. But we become one when we worship together. I always dress for the proper time
of the church year and, even if I shorten the order somewhat, the flow is that of a full
communion. People have physical disorders, or may appear healthy until you speak to
them. Some sleep through most of the service, but when familiar passages are spoken
and communion is offered they join in heartily. The Salvation Army Majors are often
astonished that dementia patients participate in ways that would normally be impossible.
At the monthly service for healthier retirees, and at occasional services at Briton House,
I am able to interact on a more personal level with people. I try to be as encouraging as
I can, as I know it is not easy being thrust into living with strangers. I emphasize that
Jesus taught us to treat our neighbours and ourselves with kindness, and that Christ is
always with us, loving us no matter who or where we are. Where people feel uncertain or
trapped, we bring the Good News. ✣
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Starting on
Friday, October 17th every
Friday between 1 and 3:30 pm
Transfiguration will open
its doors to little ones and
their caregivers from the
neighbourhood.

For more information talk to
Jeff Potter or Kristen Hamilton.

New
Photo
Directory
– Know the face but can’t quite
place the name?
The Church of the Transfiguration will be
taking photos of our members for our new
photo directory book.
Space is available on Sunday, October 5th and
Sunday, October 19th, 2014.
A signup sheet will be placed on the bulletin board
in the narthex at the end of September.
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by Cammy A. Jones,
Pastor to Children and Families

Children’s Ministry Continues to Grow and Change!
What a fantastic year the Children’s Ministry
program has seen! We have been blessed with the
continued transformation the entire program.
The addition of multimedia capabilities with
the purchase of a television and DVD player
has been a blessing. As well, we have welcomed two new early childhood educators,
Roopdai and Kristel, who embody a tremendous dedication to faith and children,
and who round out our program in such
wonderful ways. Finally, “Thank-You” to JoAnne Futter and Kathy Bailie for their hard
work on the fun curtains for our windows!
Our new program will start in September,
and we are really excited about the curriculum we will be using, called Feasting on
the Word. It is a full church program, with
exciting educational materials for all age
groups from toddler to adult.
On September 7th, our nursery-aged children
will be moving to the Parish Hall, taking
advantage of the Little Lambs outreach area
which will already be outfitted with ageappropriate activities and toys, but
most importantly, allowing
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for more space for our active little ones to
move around, to sing, to dance, and to experience Christ in ways only toddlers can!
We are so thankful for this new and
expanded space, because our dedicated
Children’s Ministry room has been so full of
children. The last few months, with the celebration of Easter, Pentecost, and the baptism
of Rory Giffen, has seen huge numbers of
drop-in children and families. Easter was an
all-time attendance record of 27!

great success, Children’s Ministry is looking
forward to monthly outreach opportunities
done in conjunction with our Pastor of
Outreach and Evangelism, Jeff Potter.
We can only hope that the coming year
will be as wonderful as the previous! ✣

Easter also saw the Children’s Ministry’s
participate in its first outreach program,
where the children prepared Easter eggs for
more than 50 Meals on Wheels recipients.
The response was overwhelmingly positive,
both from the children who enjoyed their
act of selflessness, as well as from the people
who received the surprise of an Easter
egg with their meals. Due to this
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Join us as we

Celebrate
Renewed Ministry

Above: Archbishop Colin lighting the baptismal
candle as the congregation celebrates the baptism
of young Rory Giffen on the Day of Pentecost

at Transfiguration

The Church of the Transfiguration has experienced
tremendous growth and renewal over the last few
years. Join us on Sunday, October 5th as we celebrate
our newly expanded ministry, and commission
our growing ministry team.

Service of renewed ministry at 10:30 am,
with lunch to follow.
Whether it’s been a while since your last visit,
you’re a longstanding member, or you’re new
to our community, we hope you’ll join us.

Celebrations are best done together!

Family-Friendly Environment ✓
Growing Children’s Ministry Program ✓
Exciting New Music Ministry ✓
Revitalized Adult Education ✓
Meaningful Community Ministry Initiatives ✓

CHURCH IS BEST DONE
TOGETHER, TOO!
At the Church of the Transfiguration we look
forward to welcoming new people every Sunday
and every day throughout the week. If you have
been longing to connect – or reconnect – to God,
or have been seeking the comfort and care of a
loving community, you are most welcome to join
us here. Sunday worship takes place at 10:30am
every week and Children’s Ministry is always
available for children aged two-twelve. Make sure
you stay for coffee afterwards, as we look forward
to getting to know you better. Welcome!

