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What I See Here:

God at work at Transfiguration
s a theological student, I have the
unique opportunity of choosing a
parish to serve in and learn from, as
a part of my training for future ministry. In a
diocese as large and impressive as Toronto,
with so many wonderful parishes, the task of
choosing one was daunting. However, through
what I believe to be Divine appointment,
my family stumbled across the Church of the
Transfiguration and we immediately fell in
love. When Father David graciously extended
the offer to bring a second theological student
onto his team, I was beyond thrilled.

We have been
blessed by the radical
hospitality of this faith
community
In many ways, Transfiguration is a beautiful
illustration of why I have chosen to become a
part of the Anglican communion. The entire
structure of our gathering together as a community is organized around the Sacraments.
Every time we gather around the baptismal
font, we renew the commitments made
through the waters of our baptism, and we
weekly re-affirm that same faith in the words
of the Ancient creeds. Then our focus turns
to the altar, where we celebrate together the
great mystery of our faith in the Eucharist.
In those holy moments we are invited to
commune with Christ and his Church,
knowing that “we being many are one body,
for we all share in the one bread”.

Kris, Phil, Dexter and Mylo

Here at Transfiguration, I have been blessed
by what a community centred around the
font and the altar can look like. At the end
of a year marked by continuous change,
Transfiguration has been a soft landing pad
for my family. We have been blessed by the
radical hospitality of this faith community,
and we have experienced first-hand the
outworking of a deep love one for another.

Look forward with
excitement for the days to
come, because the Spirit is
moving at Transfiguration
Look forward with excitement for the
days to come, because the Spirit is moving
at Transfiguration as we work together with
our eyes fixed on Christ. ✣
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Joyfully
Expectant
nyone who knows me well knows that I am useless without my sleep. In high school I used my
weekends to make up for a weekday lack of sleep – much to the chagrin of my parents. In
university I had the tendency to sleep through my morning classes on a far too regular basis.
But for the most part, as an adult, I get an adequate amount of shut-eye and still get enough done
throughout the day.
However, in recent months things have begun
to change. As many of you know, Heather and
I are expecting our first child, due to arrive in
early January of 2014. I have been told again
and again that once that day comes, we can
expect to get ZERO sleep. But what I hadn’t
realized, and what no one had ever told me before is that God has a way of preparing us for
the upcoming change well before the change
has occurred.
Beginning at the end of Heather’s second
trimester and well into the third, my beloved
spouse and mother of our growing infant child
began to struggle to put together multiple
hours of consecutive sleep. It seems that we
are going to have quite a handful when this
little one finally arrives, because for the last
few months this kid of ours has not stopped
bouncing or dancing long enough for Heather
to close her eyes.
To be clear – and to ensure I don’t get

maimed by any women who read this –
Heather bears the burden of this reality in ways
that I cannot even fathom. But for any of you
who share a life with someone who doesn’t
sleep well, you know that when one person is
restless throughout the night, it won’t be long
before the other is awakened to join in.

manger filled with straw and hay, I don’t think
I truly grasped how much joy there really was
on that day.

I can’t imagine how difficult moments of pregnancy must be for women as they carry a baby
to birth, and I feel privileged to care for my wife
as she goes through this process and prepares to
I was sharing this new reality with friends of deliver our child into the world. What I have
ours recently who asked me if the sleeplessness come to know – what we have come to experiwas driving us crazy or getting us frustrated ence together – is that the Joyful Expectancy
with one another. Strangely, it hadn’t occurred that God provides is not as easy or as simple as
to me that it really wasn’t at all. We may be it sounds. God prepares us for what is coming
a little slower in the mornings and little more in so many different ways. God shows us what
fatigued throughout the day, but somehow we’re in for as our hearts and our minds and
this early glimpse into our coming parental life our bodies begin to change. Just as expectant
only reflects the blessing that our soon to be families prepare for the child that is to come,
born child will be.
in Advent, Christians look for God to prepare
I have heard the Season
our hearts, so we too
Just as expectant families might be prepared for
of Advent called a time of
prepare for the child that is to what is to come.
“Joyful Expectancy” many
come, in Advent, Christians
times over the years. I
look for God to prepare our Over the last seven
experienced it growing up
hearts for what is to come months, there is no
as a Christian and I have
led congregations through
doubt that God has
it in my life as an ordained Priest. But at no written upon Heather and my heart (sometime before do I think I really understood it times in the wee hours of the morning) the love
as I think I am coming to understand it now.
of a child that has not yet been born. During
When I heard the stories of the expectant this Season of Advent, regardless of the day or
Holy Family traveling towards Bethlehem on the hour, I pray that God will continue to write
a donkey through rough terrain, I don’t think the name of the child born in a manger upon
I understood what it was to walk that journey all of our hearts; I pray that he writes the name
with joy.
of Jesus Christ ✣
When I told the stories of Mary and Joseph
–
being rejected from a place to lay down their
heads, I don’t think I fully grasped the joy they
Got a comment?
found when they were given a stable to sleep in.
You can share your thoughts and discuss this
When I celebrated Christmas through the
and other articles in this issue on Facebook.
The Transfiguration community connects online at
years, telling the story of a child born into a

- David +
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by Cammy A. Jones,
Pastor to Children and
Families

Kids, Christmas and

the Christ Child
Children love a good story! Especially if the hero in the story accomplishes miracles: healing, whipping up a
good meal out of almost nothing (especially when it doesn’t contain any veggies) and most importantly saving
the whole world! If that hero happens to be someone they can identify with, someone who started out in life
just like them, their interest is piqued even more.
The Christmas season offers us precisely that
opportunity. Children can connect intimately
with the innocence of an infant; a child born
without special position or privileges in life;
one who sometimes forgets to tell his parents
where he is going (Luke 2:41-50); someone
who is often taken for granted (John 7:3-9);
and someone who is often misunderstood
(Mark 4:35-41).
The Christmas story and the Christ Child
found in it draws children into the Gospel in
a way that personally involves them, engaging
them in a way other seasons of the Church
might not. They are filled with hope, for the
world and for themselves, as the Christ Child
is born and grows to become the Light of the
World. Within their hearts, they perceive their
own potential and unknowingly anticipate
opportunities for growth, generosity and care.
Christmas captures the beginning of God’s
story, seeing God descend upon the earth to
become a mortal human being, walk among
us, and take the time to know us and love us

Children’s
Christmas Service

Children’s
Christmas
Service

th
Tuesday,
December
Tuesday,
December
24th at24
4:00pm
at 4:00pm
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more deeply than we could ask or imagine. It
is at the beginning of this story when children
have the opportunity to identify with their
Saviour in a very special way. A tiny mewling
child is born, in a messy unfit stable, filled with
smelly cows and dirty mules. The child grows,
like them, into someone who desires to know
God, and to fulfill God’s plan for their lives.

The Christmas story (...)
draws children into the
Gospel in a way that
personally involves them
The Christ Child is a window into our own
children, a window of faith and dedication, a
window of innocence and idealism, a window
of understanding and empathy. It is up to us, as
parents, educators and facilitators to leave that
window open, to invite Him in, and to let the
miracle of Christmas and the Christ Child into
our hearts and homes – not just for a season,
but for the entire year. ✣

ChristmAs
LessOns &
CArOLs
Sunday,
December 29th
at 10:30am
(followed by
community
luncheon)

Blue Christmas Service
For those who find the holiday season difficult
Saturday, December 14th at 4:00pm
Church of the Transfiguration
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What it means to me
to be an altar server

by Jonathan
Bradshaw

I believe that there are some people who have a relationship with their church
that is simply showing up on a Sunday morning, ticking their box as if it was
simply part of their week, and not thinking anymore about it. I can truthfully
admit that for many years that was what it was like for me. Not on purpose mind
you, but attending church became just another part of my routine. In the last few
years, however, I have wanted to find new ways in which to increase my personal
involvement, my feeling of being connected to my church.
This process began for me by starting to come to Transfiguration. I’ve
never felt more warmly welcomed at any church I’ve ever attended. Part
of this warm welcome was being asked to take part, to give of my time
and myself, and assist in the operations of the church. This started off by
my being a reader, then becoming part of the Advisory Board and now
by being an altar server. Before coming here I had never been asked to
be truly involved before in my church, in any way. And it honestly feels
good, not only taking part but in a small way helping to give back.
Of all the roles that I now take part in at Transfiguration being an
altar server was the one that I was most nervous about. I knew before
I started that being an altar server would not be an easy position. After

all, you assist in making sure each service can run as smoothly as possible; you help to lead the worship. So you can see why I might be a
bit anxious. But, as I’ve discovered, the rewards are great. By working
together with Father David and the other servers to lead the people in
the worship of God we help to strengthen not only our relationship with
God but also our relationship with each other.
There is still more I can do to take part in my community. But as an
Altar Server I now have a new feeling of participating in and giving back
to my church and my church community than I have ever had before.
And for that I feel most richly blessed. ✣

words by Jeff Potter
photography by Tim Fraser

Responding to God’s Call –

Meals on Wheels
ransfiguration has been on a journey over
this past year. I believe that God has been
at work, guiding us from being focused
inward on growth and revitalization to beginning
to look outward, to take part in the mission of
God in the world. Through Father David’s charge
to us at vestry to engage in loving service in our
community, through the missional listening
forums directed by Deacon Luigi, we have been
moving towards something new.
We recently announced that the Transfiguration
community will begin a partnership with the
Yorkminster Park Meals on Wheels program,
helping those around us who are unable to
shop or cook for themselves to maintain
their dignity and independence by delivering

delicious and affordable meals. Please speak
with me if you feel that you might be called to
join this ministry.

we do not take this step alone – we walk with
faith in our Lord, and with the support of one
another as a Christian community.

For some, this first step might feel small or
tentative. And in many respects it is: the truest
service is often undertaken in the most humble
ways. We learn in scripture that even the
simplest of gestures can result in tremendous
blessing, and we trust that God will take our
efforts and make use of them in ways beyond
our imagining. For others, the prospect of
participating in this new initiative might feel
daunting, going beyond our comfort zone.
This is true as well. As we learn to put our faith
into action, we often find that we have to trust
God more, venture into new places, and roll
up our sleeves and work with our hands. But

As we learn to put our faith
into action, we often find that
we have to trust God more

Confirmation Eucharist
with Bishop Patrick Yu
Service of
Confirmation
& Reception

May we who engage in this ministry, and all
who prayerfully support it, come to recognize
the many ways in which God is at work in our
world. May we serve as instruments of blessing,
even as we are blessed. ✣

Carolling in the
Community

Thursday, December

at 6:30pm

Sunday November 24th
at 10:30 am
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At the
Church of the
Transfiguration

Every Sunday is

a Celebration
with ordinary people and
an extraordinary
loving God
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Do you want to be part of a
small group doing “small
things with great love” here
in the community?
We will be partnering with the
Meals on Wheels program at
Yorkminster Park
Baptist Church.
For details see the sign-up sheet in
the narthex or speak with Jeﬀ Potter.
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Prayer:

When there is
nothing else
left to say

by Giselle
Clarke-Trenaman

G

rowing up my parents always said to me “Don’t forget to say your prayers”.
Dutifully I did, not knowing that one day, probably the hardest day of my life thus
far, prayer would be my salvation, my grounder and the only source of unlimited
strength I could draw from.
August is usually a time of fun and hard work as the Trenaman three head up north
to work on an opera. We rehearse in beautiful Haliburton in the basement of St.
George’s Anglican Church which sits on a hill and looks out over the lake. It was
here, overlooking the lake, that I said goodbye to my father. On August 6th - on
the day of the Transfiguration - my father Gladstone Ethelbert Clarke passed away.
He was 81 and was a victim of one of the most perplexing diseases of our modern
day – Alzheimer’s.
On the day before his passing my mother called me to say that this was Dad’s
last day; that he could hear but not speak. I told my Dad that I loved him, that
everything would be ok, that I would take care of Mum and that God loves him.
After hanging up the phone an immense wave of grief came over me. I knew that
was the last time I would speak to my father. I didn’t know what to do, where to
go or who to talk to. I turned around and there was the church. I rushed in, sat in
a pew and cried and cried. I kept looking up
I kept looking up at the
at the crucifix and I wanted to say something
but I didn’t know what. In the midst of it all
crucifix and I wanted
I remembered Father David’s sermon when
to say something but
he told us about being with those who were
I didn’t know what
physically unable to speak, and he would say
the Lord’s Prayer with them.
This was a moment that I couldn’t talk, breathe or see. I started. At first the only
words I could get out were Our Father. Wracked by my sobs the words wouldn’t
come out. I tried again. Sobbing I made it through to As it is in Heaven. Slowly my
breathing calmed and my soul found courage. I tried again. I took a deep breath
and looked up at Jesus. There I found the strength. This time I got to Amen. I had
made it through. God was here with me, He was with my Dad. I said the prayer
over and over.
The next day when I learned of his passing I went into the church and the Reverend
and a couple of my friends joined me and we prayed together. I found the strength
from that to go to work, to take care of what needed to be done. At the funeral I
was tasked to do the Prayers of the People.
I know that it was the strength from the Lord’s Prayer on that sunny Monday
that carried me through those difficult weeks and continues to hold and carry me,
giving my soul courage and strength. ✣

Mr. Gladstone Ethelbert Clarke
was called home on the day of the
Transfiguration this year at age 81

You are welcome too!
At the Church of the Transfiguration we look forward to welcoming new
people every Sunday and every day throughout the week. If you have
been longing to connect – or reconnect – to God, or have been seeking
the comfort and care of a loving community, you are most welcome to
join us here. Sunday worship takes place at
10:30am every week and Children’s Ministry
is always available for children aged twotwelve. Make sure you stay for coffee afterwards, as we look forward to getting to know
you better. Welcome!

