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The Greater Fool

L

ate last summer, while watching one of my favourite HBO dramas, The Newsroom,
I learned a new phrase. That phrase has caused me to spend a lot of time thinking about it.
It is an economic term, used to articulate how an unhealthy economic system sustains itself,
describing what is called “The Greater Fool.”
The Greater Fool is essentially a patsy. The
understanding is that for the rest of us to
profit, we need a Greater Fool; someone
who will buy long and sell short; someone who will fail so the rest of us can
succeed. Naturally, in our culture, most
people spend their whole lives trying not
to be the Greater Fool. We toss them the
hot potato; we dive for their seat when
the music stops. The Greater Fool is
someone who is just crazy enough to
risk catastrophic failure, with the unfettered belief that they can do what others claim cannot be done.

The Greater Fool is
someone who is just
crazy enough to risk
catastrophic failure

This is not a role that our culture
(or our common sense) would ever
encourage us to play. But no matter
how one spins it or slices it, no matter how much we might not like it
to be true, to become a follower of
Jesus or to raise a child as a follower
of Jesus – one must knowingly seek
to become a kind of Greater Fool.
Because the truth is, God does
not seek riches or fame for us, nor
does he hope for us to profit while
someone else has to fail. Instead,
God seeks for us to know what it
is to serve, and to know what it
is to be served; to be moved to
love, and to come to know what
it is to be loved; to grow to know
our Saviour and the salvation that
He offers, so that regardless of
the odds against us or the consequences, we can shine forth his
glory into the world.

A Four-Fold Benedictine

by Sr. Ruth Fox, OS

Blessing

B (1985)

May God bless you wi
th a restless
discomfort about ea
sy answers,
half-truths and supe
rficial
relationships, so that
you may
seek truth boldly an
d love
deep within your he
art.
May God bless you wi
th holy
anger at injustice, op
pression,
and exploitation of pe
ople, so that
you may tirelessly wo
rk for justice,
freedom, and peace
among all people.
May God bless you wi
th the
gift of tears to shed
with those
who suffer from pain,
rejection,
starvation, or the los
s of all that
they cherish, so that
you may reach
out your hand to co
mfort them and
transform their pain
into joy.
May God bless you wi
th enough
foolishness to believe
that you really
CAN make a differen
ce in this world, so
that you are able, wi
th God’s grace, to
do what others claim
cannot be done.

David +
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By Jeff Potter, Theological Student

GoiNG

Deeper

I’m sure that we’ve all heard it before, but I think that it is important to be
reminded sometimes that we have something of a dysfunctional relationship
with the term ‘church.’ When we use the term casually, we refer to either a
place that we go, or an activity that we engage in at 10:30 on Sunday
mornings. But church is actually our identity as followers of Jesus.
Church is who we are, and who we aspire to be. Church is who
we are on Sunday mornings, but also on Tuesday mornings
and Friday nights. The term ‘church’ doesn’t refer to the bricks
and mortar any more than the term ‘family’ refers to a house or
a dinner table.

is that as we celebrate the growing ministry that takes place
at Transfiguration, and as we enjoy the many opportunities
that we have to explore our faith and worship God together,
we need to allow ourselves to remain constantly challenged
by the gospel. We need to be challenged to consider
the question that Father David posed at a recent
gathering of In Vino – how do our actions in the
community demonstrate the gospel, the depths
of God’s love for the world?

– Engaging our Faith Beyond Sunday

This past spring, I was given an opportunity to both observe and
participate in the Missional Listening Forums that Father David and
Deacon Luigi put together. As he led the discussions, what I believe
Deacon Luigi was telling us is that we have matured to such a point
as a community that we need to look beyond our building and our
Sunday morning service for new ways to live out our faith as a church,
for ways to take part in the work that God is already doing all around
us. I think that part of what Deacon Luigi was trying to point out to us
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As I prepare for a new school year full of abstract learning, as well as a
continuing placement at Transfiguration, it is my prayer that we might
all come to learn more fully what it is to demonstrate our identity as
church in all that we do. As we discern the ways in which God is calling
us to serve the community around us, I pray that we might continue
to learn that the faith that we profess together on Sunday mornings is
something that continuously calls us into action every day of the week.
May we let our light so shine before others that they may see our good
works, and glorify our Father in heaven. ✣
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By the Reverend Deacon Luigi Licari

‘It Is a
Terrible
Thing
to Fall
Into the
Hands of
the Living
God’

I

use ‘terrible’ here in the oldest sense of the
word: formidably great. Formidable, because
of what is involved in it; great for the same
reason. But what does it mean? It means,
literally, to live like Abraham, to be ready to drop
everything at a moment’s notice, pack up the
camels, and hit the desert, and to become as
numerous as the stars.

It means washing dirty feet, getting nailed to
the cross, and rising in glory. It means surrendering my will to the One who has promised
that I will always be taken care of, that a l l
will be well.
When I was called to be a deacon
I wanted none of it and fought it all I
could. But God’s finger had probed my
breast and marked my heart in such a
way that I could no longer ignore the
call. I did not want this at all, nor, I
suspect, did any of the prophets when
called, as witnessed by Jonah getting
trapped in the belly of the whale. But
the moment I said yes, that very moment, the tension drained away and
the path in front of me was clear.
The same is likely true of the
Virgin Mary, who was frightened
at the angel’s word. Yet, she uttered

The Transfiguration Singers
We’ve experienced much growth and change at
Transfiguration, and this has most wonderfully spilled
out into all of the ministries here. What an exciting
time this has been, and I view this, personally, as one
of the greatest joys I have experienced in my life as a
church musician. I am so deeply grateful for all of the
cooperation and encouragement and kind support
that I have been blessed with.
I sought through 2012/2013 to establish the
Congregational Chorus and to build upon
a newer approach to the music program as
a whole. I think it goes without saying that
this has been a huge success, and one that has
brought our music ministry to greater heights
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that now famous “Fiat” - not the car, but
the ‘Let it be’.
And so now, as I go forth from your
midst, my final request is that you also ‘let
it be’. Let yourselves hear the call of God,
let yourselves love one another as Christ
first loved us, let yourselves become the
servant of one and all without questioning
worthiness. Let the glory of God continue
to shine, even increase in your lives. Keep
the Cross of Christ in its place between
yourselves and eternal death that you may
have abundance of life. This is my prayer
for you, dear, beloved brothers and sisters
in the Lord. ✣

by Thomas Gonder

and to God’s glory. I want to thank everyone
who participated with the Chorus, and I am
so pleased that more people came on board to
join us and raise their voices as the year progressed. It is evident that the new approach has
worked out well, and that the establishment of
the Congregational Chorus became something
that resonated with our church family and
sparked its momentum.
This being accomplished, I’m excited to
continue to capitalize on this energy and enthusiasm by ensuring that the invitation to one
and all to join in singing every Sunday remains
open, and I will continue to encourage you to
participate. I have made the decision, with the

approval of the Rector and Wardens, to call us
what I truly feel we are: the Transfiguration
Singers!
Thank you to everyone who has been so
supportive; it continues to be a great honour to
work with everyone. We’re going to kick start
the new season with a Choral Workshop, under
my direction, on Saturday, September 7th from
12 to 2. I invite one and all to join us, as we’ll
meet for an early lunch that day at 11am, and
then get into learning some new music and
covering some rudimentary vocal techniques
as well. Please join me in continuing to make
our music ministry so vibrant and special.
Welcome to the Transfiguration Singers! ✣
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Join us for a

Choral
Workshop
& Ministry
Brunch
Saturday September 7
Brunch @ 11am
Workshop @ Noon

th

Come to our
Outreach
Fundraising Dinner
for emily’s house...

tes
Help families make memories out of minu
and miracles out of days!
Roast Beef Dinner • Apple Crisp and Ice Cream
Complimentary glass of wine
Guest Speaker: Rauni Salminen, Executive Director
of the Philip Aziz Centre for Hospice Care

Where: St. Cuthbert’s Anglican Church
When: Saturday, November 2, 2013
Time: 6:30pm • Dinner at 7pm
Cost: $40 per person
Sponsored by the Outreach Committees of the Anglican Churches of
St. Augustine’s of Canterbury 416.485.2656 • St. Cuthbert’s 416.485.0329 •
Church of the Transfiguration 416.489.7798
Tickets available by contacting the church offices
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by Cammy A. Jones,
Pastor to Children and Families

A SURGE of Faith
— Our New Children’s Ministry

T

he Children’s Ministry at the Church of the
Transfiguration is at a crossroads. On one
hand, it is still small enough to function as
is, and yet there is the potential for serious growth
just on the horizon. As the new Pastor to Children
and Families, it’s my goal to assist the program
bloom in a manageable, yet intensely faith-filled
manner.
When beginning to visualize this ministry,
I knew one thing with certainty: it had to be
utterly centered on Christ. Thinking more,
I wondered how I could translate the idea of
such dedication to Christ to our children, and
still function within the curriculum and the
preexisting traditions of the Church. The idea
of a SURGE of faith became clear: Service,
Understanding, Respect, Grace/Gratitude,
Empathy. We would model ourselves on the
example of Christ and continually return
6

to that as our center. Regardless of what our
weekly teachings would be, we could examine
them through the lens of SURGE, and begin
to see how every teaching in
the Bible ultimately leads us
back to Christ.
It is my goal to not only impart this to our children, but
more importantly to our parents. Ultimately the faithful
education of any child must
rest with their parents, for
they know and understand their child’s needs
better than anyone else. Each week the children’s curriculum and learning goals, as well
as our learning location (indoors in the new
Donald Duncan Children’s Ministry Room,
or outdoors taking advantage of the fantastic
grounds which Transfiguration has to offer),

will be shared either through Facebook, email,
or text. Learning resources for parents such as
books, Youtube videos, and links to blogs or
web pages of interest
will also be distributed
to parents. I believe that
children are best served
when their parents
are being nurtured in
Christ and so I will be
available to parents for
meetings, workshops,
and to support them in
their own faith journey. Knowledge of God’s
sacrifice comes when a child sees their own
parents’ sacrifices for them, understands the
loving care in a home, and knows that God the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit dwells within each
of us, and is mirrored in our lives, both in the
struggles and in the successes.
Season after Pentecost 2013

by Susan Carlén

Bringing up Christians:

A child’s
relationship
with Christ
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:3) When I think of and look at my
own children, I prayerfully ask God for His help to help them to get to know Jesus.
When I reflect on the verse from Matthew 18, I am also very aware that I need to
learn from them.

When we say grace,
sometimes our children
join in; sometimes they
play with their cutlery or
make rude noises

At the Church of the Transfiguration, we are
each part of a larger family, regardless of marital or immediate family status. I see my duty
as Pastor to Children and Families not only as
a dedication of service to those families with
children and youth, but to each and every
member of the greater church family. In essence we are all parents and children, and there
is a call to share the rituals of our faith, and to
share our journey alongside Christ with those
around us, in order to cultivate the spiritual
depth of our greater church family. Together,
it is my hope that we can enrich not only the
faith of our children within this church, but to
grow as a family to become strengthened and
unified in the Body of Christ. ✣
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When we say grace before a meal,
sometimes our children join in; sometimes they play with their cutlery or
make rude noises instead of saying
“Amen”. But when it seems like Dad
or I might forget to say grace, one of
them reminds us that “first we have to
pray”.

When we read the Bible with our children, sometimes they have strong
opinions as to which story we should read. Sometimes they play with
Lego, hide under the blankets, or (in the case of the 18 month old)
forcibly try to shut the book. But even if we are away from home for just
one night, we have to make sure we have their Bible with us.
We adults also have wandering minds and divided attention. We are
generally better at hiding it. God knows this about children, and about
us. He loves us when, like a six year old, we go from saying, “Prayer
doesn’t help” to praying earnestly that God will soon make this world
new. He loves us when, like a three year old, we say, “I don’t love Jesus”
and then three weeks later look into the manger at a living nativity
and whisper, in wonder, “We have to be quiet because the baby Jesus
is sleeping.” He loves us when, like an 18 month old, we can half hum
the tune to ‘Jesus loves me’, and we don’t know the words, but we clap
at the end because we know that it’s something special and something
to do with us.
God just loves us, all of us. May God help our children to grow in faith,
and make all of us more and more childlike, more and more like Jesus. ✣
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Back to Church Sunday
September 29th
ite a two!
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with The Reverend Canon

Dr. Barry Parker
Saturday October 26th
at 6:30pm
Party Room at
Father David & Heatherʼs
Apartment Complex

Welcoming
Emma Osborne
into the houshold of God!
Emma was baptized on the Day of Pentecost,
Sunday May 19th 2013
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By Becky Potter

Why I am

choosing to
Be confirmed

P

eople may not know this, but I have not
always been a Christian. I was raised in
a Jewish family and always felt a strong
personal connection with God but didn’t come to
Christ until my late teens.

I had been struggling with my faith for some
time and on Christmas Eve, 2005, I was
blessed with the most incredible experience. I
joined my now-husband Jeff and his family at
their church (read: hesitantly tagged along only
because I couldn’t come up with a good excuse)
when it happened. About halfway through
the service, despite all my reluctance, I felt
the most overwhelming sense of peace – the
kind of experience that stops you dead in your

tracks, that takes your breath away, that fills
your heart so full you don’t know what to do.
At that moment I met Jesus and my journey
to become one of his disciples began.
It has now been seven years since I was baptized. I feel that much has happened in my
life and I have grown significantly in my
faith since that time; I am now ready for
confirmation.
I am choosing to be confirmed because I
believe that baptism (even adult baptism) is
an act of God, not simply a personal choice. I
believe that confirmation is therefore important because it is an opportunity for me to
choose to publicly affirm my faith, to publicly

recognize the holy event that occurred some
seven years ago, and to publicly acknowledge
my continued efforts to fulfill the mission Jesus
has given me. I am also excited about the opportunity to take confirmation classes. I know
that I will benefit greatly from the discussions and fellowship involved in confirmation
classes. In particular, I look forward to learning
more about discipleship and what it means to
live my everyday life as a devoted follower of
Jesus.
I pray that through confirmation I will come to
know Jesus more closely, I will come to more
fully understand his mission, and I will come
to live a more committed life of discipleship. ✣

Episcopal Visit from
Bishop Patrick Yu
Sacrament of
Confirmation
and

Renewal of
Baptismal Vows
Sunday November 24th
at 10:30 am

Confirmation
Classes: Renewal
of Baptismal Vows
Please speak to Father David for more details
Season after Pentecost 2013
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Text by Neda Namvar

FOUNDERS’ DAY BBQ

It had been a rainy week in Toronto and yet as Sunday came around it was almost like
God knew that we were holding a BBQ at the Church of Transfiguration. The sky was blue,
the clouds were a perfect white and neatly spread apart so that the sun could shine the
entire afternoon.
Our Sunday school class went wonderfully well and we had jittery
children anxiously waiting for the BBQ fun to begin. The kids lined
up in a single file and we were finally ready to go outside. Once out
at the BBQ it was a free zone for all; run, dance, yell, laugh and try
to dunk Father David into the water. (That particular game zone was
everyone’s favorite.)
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We had a wonderful live band that played into our hearts and allowed
all of us to sing along. The parents who attended talked with each other,
the children played; and everyone who was there that day came together
for an afternoon to have a great time and that is exactly what we did.
People of all ages came to get their faces painted, and I really mean that.
We had Spiderman, Batman, beautiful Angels, Butterflies and many
more roaming around the green grass. The aroma of the burgers was
wonderful and there was so much to eat that everyone had seconds. All
in all the BBQ was a great HIT, and Father David had a few hits into the
pool. I know for myself that I cannot wait to have it again next year. ✣
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Seniors’ Communion and Tea:

What it has
Meant to Us
By Nicole and Zachary Coates

L

ast spring I recall reading in the bulletin about the newly created Seniors’
Communion and Tea. Sitting in church, I thought that it sounded interesting and
that it might be something Zach and I could attend, as he was only doing morning
nursery that year. I did not suspect that it would end up being an integral part of our
week, but a year later, I can honestly say that it is something we both look forward to.
Over the past year we have assembled a nice community of seniors and volunteers,
and I am grateful for all who help. Zach acts as the “waiter”, though most often he’s
eating the cookies, rather than passing them!!
It has been rewarding to be part of the weekday
congregation and it has given me a new
perspective on the life of the church. There is a
slower, more relaxed pace on Thursday, which
gives everyone a greater opportunity to get to
know one another.

The service has also
given Zach, the youngest
member of our family, a
set of relationships he
calls his own.

There is a slower,
more relaxed pace
on Thursday

The service has also given Zach, the
youngest member of our family, a set
of relationships he calls his own. On
several occasions he has even been able
to introduce his Dad to some of the
older members of the congregation! It
is wonderful to see him connect with so
many caring and loving members of our
parish from a generation with whom he
doesn’t otherwise have much contact.

We have been privileged to celebrate Grace Conacher’s 90th birthday, and have tea
with Mary Conacher in her apartment at the retirement home. I have learned about
the Chancel Guild from Eleanor Thomson, and Zach and I have had several visits
with Joyce Lock in Palliative Care. All of these experiences have taught us more
about others and ourselves.
Personally, it makes me very happy to see the senior members of our congregation
enjoying the service and the fellowship afterwards; it has also underscored the
importance of relationships with people outside of the weekly Sunday services.
Zach and I have truly enjoyed our time with the older generation of members.
They have helped us to better understand and appreciate the history of our church
and we look forward to another year of the Seniors’ Communion and Tea. If you
have an hour to spare on a Thursday, come out and join us! ✣

Seniors’
Communion
& Tea
Join us every
Thursday at 2pm
You are welcome too!
At the Church of the Transfiguration we look forward to welcoming new
people every Sunday and every day throughout the week. If you have
been longing to connect – or reconnect – to God, or have been seeking
the comfort and care of a loving community, you are most welcome to
join us here. Sunday worship takes place at
10:30am every week and Children’s Ministry
is always available for children aged twotwelve. Make sure you stay for coffee afterwards, as we look forward to getting to know
you better. Welcome!

