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In the Footsteps of Saint Paul
ur 21st century Church shares much in common with the most prominent author of the New
Testament. Saint Paul did not walk or talk, or break bread with Jesus, as the other apostles did.
He did not witness the Lord make the blind to see, the lame to walk, or even the deaf to hear.
But just as we do, Paul experienced Jesus. Just as we are, Paul was moved to respond.
Whether our first experience of Jesus was
subtle and surprising, or blatant and blinding, each of us – by virtue of our baptism
and confirmation – has acknowledged
Christ’s active presence in our lives.
As 21st century, North American
Anglicans, we don’t tend to speak very loudly
about ‘conversion experiences’ or moments
of Christ’s revelation. We seem to prefer to
leave that to the more evangelical denominations. But have you ever encountered someone after they have just come to Christ? The
world has been made new for them. There is
nothing beyond God’s reach. Hope is endless, and mission sits upon the tip of their
tongue. They are energized and proclaim the
coming of God’s kingdom, which they see
happening now, and still to come.
It is through our exposure to, and our
participation in, these transformative experiences (when we hear one another’s witness
and story) that we are reminded that we
believe in a living God who is in relationship
with us now.
Saint Paul, as we know, was one of the
newly converted himself, forever changed
by his experience of the Risen Christ. All
those whom Paul encountered heard the
Good News of the Gospel, and through his
life and work, the next generation of early
disciples and evangelists came to be. This
early ‘conversion-oriented’ Church was a
Church defined by ministry and mission – a
people determined to share their faith with
the world.
I sometimes feel as though our 21st century
Church has become bogged down. We can
so easily become preoccupied by a model
of maintenance: large buildings with small
isolated congregations, arguing for correct
liturgy, appropriate music, and traditional
ways of doing things. When we get distracted like this, our focus is on making ‘Church’
remain how we remembered it, rather than
seeking to find new ways for the next generation to belong to it.

Theologian Walter Bruggemann claims that
Saint Paul’s ministry encompassed two very
basic principles – which the Church would
be well served hear:
(1) The church must always be known as
ultimately hospitable. All people must be
sought out, and welcomed into the arms of
God – embraced by the love of the Saviour,
Jesus Christ.
(2) After being welcomed, the Church
(the people) must be radically generous to
the newly welcomed in Christ. God’s people
must be willing to do whatever it takes to
care for and support new members of the
Body.

The Church must be
radically generous to the
newly welcomed in Christ.
Walter Bruggemann

Can you imagine it? Imagine our congregation being willing to do ‘whatever-it-takes’ to
help new members feel welcome and secure:
meeting people where they are, and in ways
they understand; creating an environment
where the next generation can be transformed; going radically and intentionally
out of our way so that all who seek God’s
grace, all who walk through our doors, will
come to feel that with us, they are at home.
In the mid-20th century Archbishop
William Temple preached that the Church
was the only institution in the world which
exists specifically for its non-members. It is
a mandate from God for the Church that
all people, from every part of our lives,
be invited to participate in the coming of
God’s kingdom. It is a call from God that
each one of us must faithfully and actively
share our relationship with the one who has
redeemed us, so that all may come to know
Jesus’ name. ✣
Father David I. Giffen
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I wanted and tried to feel that
connection. And over the years I
looked for a neighbourhood church
where I could find it. I would go for
a few months and then begin to feel
disconnected and stop going. When
I found out I was pregnant, I again
set out to find a church (Roman
Catholic, as it was the traditional faith of my upbringing) but
I couldn’t find one. I looked on the
internet, and although it didn’t help
me find a Roman Catholic church
to go to, I found a church on the hill
which I, amazingly, could see from
my apartment balcony.
I have to admit, I was timid, as
it was an Anglican church, and
I didn’t know what to expect. I
remember climbing the stairs on my
first Sunday at Transfiguration and
being
greeted2013
by Kathy Bailie.
Lent
& Easter

I nervously told her that I had been
emailing with the priest and that he
said it was okay for me to come. She
smiled warmly and welcomed me in.
I was not used to “coffee hour” so I
left almost immediately after the
service ended. But when I came
back the next week and the week
after, the disconnect I had experienced so many times did not appear,
and never has in the many years I
have worshipped here. I have felt
and been connected for six wonderful years in this church. It has seen,
and continues to see, me through a
lot of difficulties in my life. I chose
to be received because the Anglican
Church of the Transfiguration is my
home. It is where I am meant to be. ✣

Above:
Photos from the Reception and
Confirmation Service on on the
Third Sunday of Advent 2012.
See more photos on page 7.
Below:
Jennifer and Archbishop Colin
following the service.

Jennifer
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The Great Vigil of Easter

By: Louise Simos, Theological Student

By: the Reverend
Deacon Luigi Licari

The Third Day – The Day of Resurrection

he Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom tells us that “Christ is Risen from
the dead, trampling down death by death, giving life to those in the
grave”. This is the singular great event for Christians, the Passover of the
Lord, who passed over from death to life. The Great Vigil is one of the historical
means of commemorating that great event, with a good share of drama.

Ashes to Ashes,
Dust to Dust:
Why it is important to mark Ash Wednesday in our Christian life

f you see someone with a dark smudge on their forehead on February 13th, chances are they will
have attended an Ash Wednesday service. When we worship on Ash Wednesday we spend time in
prayer and in silence, confessing our sins before being marked on the forehead with ashes. This act
prepares us for our journey through Lent to Easter.
The ancient practice of wearing ashes
symbolizes our admission that we sin, and that
we need to repent and be renewed. The ashes
we use normally come from the burned palms
from Palm Sunday.
In the powerful moment in the service when
we are marked with ashes, the priest reminds
us of our mortality with the solemn words
“remember you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.” The ashes recall the frailty of human
life and are a visible sign of our repentance
and humility. Some Christians also fast on

Lenten Study:

The Practice of

Prayer
Experience and learn about different types

of prayer with our theological student,
Louise Simos.

Lenten Workshop:
Saturday March 16, noon to 3:30 pm
(lunch provided) Please pre-register

Ash Wednesday to express their penitence and
dependence on God.
Ash Wednesday is an important preparation
for our Lenten journey to Easter. We remember our need for repentance and for God’s mercy and forgiveness as we prepare to follow Jesus
into the wilderness. We search our hearts for
where we have missed the mark through what
we’ve done, or what we’ve failed to do. We
remember that we are all sinners, that we fail
to love God and our neighbours as we should.
During the service, after reflection, prayer,
and repentance, God’s grace is expressed to us
through the priest’s absolution.
The day marks the beginning of the forty days
of Lent – a period of self-reflection, prayer
and preparation. Ash Wednesday helps us
begin our Lenten journey by guiding us to
look deeply into our hearts, repent and turn
to the Lord, confident in God’s forgiveness as
expressed through his son Jesus Christ. ✣

A Service of

In the old way the day ran from sunset to sunset.
Thus, the shofar (ram’s horn) was blown at sunset on Friday, the sixth day, marking the beginI have found this celebration
ning of the Sabbath, which would end with the
to be something so beautiful,
same blowing of the shofar at sunset Saturday,
so moving, so grace-filled and
the seventh day of rest. With sunset Saturday,
the first day, the day of the Resurrection, the
wonderful that, year after year,
Lord’s Day, begins.
I look forward to its celebration.
And so with sunset on Holy Saturday
Christians begin the great vigil waiting to commemorate the Lord’s victory of life over death, of raising Adam and Eve faithful. It is also the time for Baptism and Chrismation. We all review
from the claim of Hell to Life Everlasting. It is Satan’s great downfall that and renew our own baptismal covenant, wherein we promised to see
we celebrate this day, Christ’s harrowing of hell.
Christ in all, to show Christ to all. It concludes with the first Eucharist
of the Great Fifty Days.
We begin with the church in darkness, and somewhere safe kindle a
new fire to dispel the darkness which could not overcome the Light of I have always found this celebration to be something so beautiful, so
Christ. The fire is blessed, as is the Paschal Candle. The candle blessing moving, so grace-filled and wonderful that, year after year, I look forward
claims both the current year and also all times and seasons for Him who to its celebration. But, importantly, it is the first celebration of Easter,
is Alpha and Omega, beginning and end. The candle is carried into the commemorating the moment of the Resurrection, and a very different
Church and the members of the Church light their individual candles event, feeling and spirituality from that of Easter Day. I would encourfrom it while “The Light of Christ” is sung, and all respond “Thanks age you to consider planning ahead to attend both of the celebrations
be to God”. With this we dispel the physical darkness and recall the this year: to solemnly commemorate the moment of the Resurrection
coming of the Light into our hearts and souls at our baptism. Then the and to come back the next morning to dance, with King David, joyfully
“Exsultet” is sung, recalling why we do this in a beautiful theology and before the Lord. ✣
chant dating back to the 4th or 5th century. The ceremony continues
with readings from the scriptures that recall God’s saving acts for all the
Lent is the time of preparation for
Easter, the greatest Feast of the Church.
During Lent, we are asked to focus
on changing our lives through prayer,
penance and love. In doing this, we try to
become more like Christ in His love for God
and others by His dying and rising to new life.

Music and
Lessons for
Easter

Explanation by theologian Ray McIntyre

Maundy Thursday MARCH 28 at 7:30 pm
Good Friday MARCH 29 at noon
111
Manor
Easter Vigil MARCH 30 at 8:30 pm
Road East
Easter Sunday MARCH 31 AT 10:30 am Toronto, ON

April 7th at 10:30 am
Followed by
Easter Luncheon

Lent & Easter 2013

The colour used during Lent is Violet or Purple, which
symbolizes the efforts for penance and reflection. The
Term “Lent” comes from a Middle English word that
means Springtime. Like the season of Spring, Lent is a
time of renewal.

Holy Week line-up:

Our Ash Wednesday service here at Transfiguration will
be held on Wednesday, February 13th at 7:30 pm.
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The Symbol for Lent is the Cross. It symbolizes Jesus’
Victory over death and the hope of our salvation. It
reminds us that we are called by Jesus to love God, our
neighbors, and ourselves, and that we should improve
those things that help us do this and change those
things that get in the way.

Lent & Easter 2013
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Photos by Heather Giffen
Words by Susan Carlén

A Sunday with

Our 19th Annual

Pancake Supper

Children’s Ministry

Tuesday, February 12th
from 5 to 7 pm

It’s nice to see everyone
– it’s been a whole week since last Sunday!
It’s hard to sit still.
Let’s look at the bulletin board. Our self-portraits
are always up there; what else is there? The birds
we have coloured in. The dancing people we have
coloured in. Our star gifts: ‘My gift to Jesus.’ “Not
hitting the cat.” “No crossing the street without
Mom.” “Read more. Play more. More art.” Even
the grown ups have done the star gifts: “Be more
patient.” “Nicer to my husband.” “Dance more.”
Is anyone sick today?
If any of the little ones need help, there is always
someone to help them. The older children are also
good at giving hugs and cuddles.
I wonder what the story will be today?
We do our best with today’s craft. We do our best
to listen to the story. God loves us very much;
that’s what we hear every week. That must be very
important.
Now it’s time for us to go into the church. We get to
go and sit with whoever we want. We get to hear the
prayer, and then go forward and be blessed.
I wonder what kind of cookies we will get?
See you next week!

Out of the Cold
Every year, a portion of the money received to
support FaithWorks is given back to the church for
allocation to a local charity of its choice. For the past
two years, the Church of the Transfiguration has
chosen to support the Out of the Cold Program at
Blythwood Baptist Church with this money.
Out of the Cold is a programme that runs from
November to March every year in the city. It is
run in association with churches, synagogues
and temples that open their doors to the homeless, street-involved and marginalized population for a warm meal and a place to sleep over
night.
The programme was initiated in 1987 by
students of St. Michael’s School who were affected by the death of a homeless man they had
6

befriended. It initially began by having volunteers at each church or synagogue provide
a safe refuge for homeless members of
our society for 23 of the coldest weeks
of the year. Each site was to provide
food and hospitality to the homeless,
who are considered Guests of the programme. Guests are currently offered clothing, medical care, food, shower facilities, and
transportation support at many of the sites.

For the past 3 years, I have been blessed to
be part of the Out of the Cold programme
at Blythwood Baptist Church. Each Saturday
evening the site opens its doors and serves approximately 120 guests for dinner, and sleeps a
maximum of 65 guests over night and provides
them with breakfast in the morning before they

By: Tanja Futter

leave. The dinners (and volunteers who make
and serve them) are provided by local churches,
families and businesses in the area.
This programme truly embraces the
call we receive in Matthew 25:34-40, to
feed the hungry and clothe the poor, in a
tangible way. It offers opportunities for those
of us who have much to share in the journey
of someone who is in need. The program seeks
to not only serve people with basic needs, but
to empower them, offer life-saving services and
seeks to live out the model of “not a hand out,
but a hand up”.

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone
who does not love does not know God, because God is love.”
1 John 4:7-8

Average Sunday

Attendance
2012: 74.5
2011: 62.5
2010: 47.5

*Not including July and August

When you come to the edge of all
the light that you know, and are
about to step off into the darkness
of the unknown, ‘faith’ is knowing
that one of two things will happen:
There will be something solid to
stand on, or you will be taught to fly.
– Barbara Winter

For prices and tickets,
see Kamalini or contact
Susan in the church office.

Save the date!

To donate or volunteer,
see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

Scan this QR-code with your smartphone and put the
Pancake Supper in your calendar right away.

Welcome

Anita Maria Advani
Michael Anthony George Forrester
Benjamin Hugh Gillard
Steven Robert Klose
Sharon Lee McKiel
William Ralph McKiel
Jennifer Ann O’Neill-Waugh*
Jonathan Glenn Seminoff
Confirmed and received(*)
on the Third Sunday of Advent 2012

If you are interested in finding out more about
the Out of the Cold programme or would
like to volunteer, please visit their website at
www.ootc.ca or speak to Tanja Futter.

Lent & Easter 2013
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My Christian Family

By: Anita Advani

hen I first walked through the doors of the Church of the Transfiguration on
a sunny Sunday in September, I never, in my wildest dreams, could have
imagined what awaited me here! At the time, I merely thought that going to Church once
again (because I had attended Church previously, albeit not very regularly) would be a
good thing for me to do.
Leading up to that September morning, I had been listening to a Christian
radio station almost every morning and found the programmes very uplifting
and enlightening. One day, the topic of the programme was going to be: “Is it
enough to listen to these radio programmes or does a person need to belong
to a Church in order to be Christian?” As soon as I heard the topic, I knew
the answer in an instant! Of course it wasn’t enough to just listen to Christian
sermons and messages on the radio! Of course I needed to belong to a Church
as well. I was so sure that this would be the conclusion arrived at by the radio announcer, I didn’t even bother tuning in that day.
As soon as I walked Instead, I decided to find the nearest church and
give Anglicanism and Christianity another try.

into church that day,
I was greeted with
open arms.

As soon as I walked into church that day, I was
greeted with open arms by everyone that I met.
This is not an exaggeration. It is probably also
why I started to cry profusely – and thank you Nadra for coming over to me
with Kleenex!
I think the best way to describe my feelings from that initial experience onward is that I felt loved and accepted. The other churches I had attended
(before coming to Transfiguration) always seemed to have an anonymity to
them. The reception was often cool and impersonal. I would leave the service
with the impression that the parishioners, wardens and priest were rather
indifferent as to whether I was there or not. That is likely the reason why I
never came to belong.

Now that I have been baptized and confirmed, a sense of wonder has come
into my life. I feel like a child who is learning all the wonders of life for the first
time, only this time it is on a spiritual level. The spiritual journey I am on has
also had a profound effect on how
I see others; in nature, sunsets…
The Transfiguration
so many places! It is a huge thing
for me to have been reborn into the community has become an
extended family for me.
Body of Christ.
My whole life has a new focus.
The centre of my life is no longer my job, my finances, my “to do” list. The
centre of my life today is God and the Church and how I can best be a servant
of God.
As a result, the Transfiguration community has become an extended family for me. The people at our church have been very kind to me. Many have
helped me by providing an empathetic ear or a shoulder to cry on. My heart is
full of gratitude and I want to take this opportunity to thank you for welcoming me into your family! To belong to the Body of Christ and to this beautiful
family is a joy beyond compare!
As scripture says: “Let us give thanks to the one whose power has made us
the children of God.” (John 1:12) And as we sang on the day of my baptism:
“Sing Amen! We praise your name O Lord!” ✣

Anita surrounded
by her Church
Family at her
Baptism on the
Feast of All Saints.

You are welcome too!
At the Church of the Transfiguration we look forward to welcoming new
people every Sunday and every day throughout the week. If you have
been longing to connect – or reconnect – to God, or have been seeking
the comfort and care of a loving community, you are most welcome to
join us here. Sunday worship takes place at
10:30am every week and Children’s Ministry
is always available for children aged twotwelve. Make sure you stay for coffee afterwards, as we look forward to getting to know
you better. Welcome!

