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Welcome to the Church

Between Easter and Pentecost we hear stories of people encountering what we now call the Church. This was 2000 year ago in a culture more like the tribal areas of Afghanistan than like North Toronto, so we need to bear that in mind when we read what often feels like a recently composed document.

But rather than doing cultural archeology I am more interested in what encountering the Church is like now.

1. Most of us entered the church by growing up in it with family, or by growing up in a culture, of which Christianity was a part. Church was not a radical organization but more of a friendly “given” of normal life.

2. Today there are an increasing percentage of the Euro-Canadian population, and of other ethnicity-Canadian groups, for whom actually encountering Church is pretty much an unknown experience.
If someone walked into Transfiguration one Sunday morning they might ask, “What do I expect to get out of this?” and “What’s the joining up process? What does it cost? What’s the training period about?”

I imagine this to be like me entering a computer store for the first time, thinking I might need more than notepaper and pencil to get through life.....

3. Here’s a midway example. Who has gone in to a yoga studio?
“What do I expect to get out of this?” and “What’s the joining up process? What does it cost? What’s the training period about?”
“You can come whenever you like, just pay for each session as you walk in.
Occasional visits can help stiff muscles and seized up joints.
Regular visits will give you significant improvements in strength, flexibility and wellness.
Join a class or a program, you’ll get all of this and you might make some friends.
If you want to go further you can use the exercises to focus your mind, calm yourself down, and get some emotional equilibrium. You can go further and find out about Yoga and mindfulness mediation. It might help you find out who you really are.”

4. What will you get from coming to Church?
I started going to church on my own at about 13 years old. I was welcomed as David. Not as someone’s kid or as part of a school class, just as me, just as I let myself be me.
I got invited into the youth group. A community of friends more or less around my age, a 3 year span I guess. We became close to the curate and his young family. We did walks and outings and talked about questions of meaning and purpose. 
I was invited into Confirmation and a course with other people around my age. I got a sense of following Jesus. I learned how to do worship and how to help in it.
Above all I found my identity reflected back to me by people who knew nothing else about me but what they saw there. I was encouraged, not criticized. I was introduced to a culture of kindness, and of worship.

5. What if I went looking for a church now (imagining I could be de-programmed as an Anglican priest)?
I would be afraid on entering the strange building. I would want one person to welcome me and accompany, find me a seat and guide me through the books, the ups and downs, and I’d want no one else within 5 feet of me!
I’d want a chance to ask for explanations.
I’d want to know if being here would help me learn how to be peaceful and happy.
Will I learn what spirituality is about and how to do it?
Is there teaching here? Courses on the theory? Workshops on doing it?
Do you do this on your own or in groups?
Can I be helpful in this place? Is there stuff you need done that I can contribute to?
Will I be safe here or will I be getting processed by you?
Will this help me be a better person, spouse, parent, colleague, friend, human?
Will I learn about something greater than me? A movement? An ideology? A faith? A god?


6. I am asking you to help me with your perspective on this.
My request is that you write me a letter or an email, or that we meet for coffee. I want to know what you would want if you were to imaging coming here for the first time. What do you hope for from Church? What would be helpful for you starting from scratch? Imagine your non-church friends and include what they might feel. (Wow! High risk thought....You could even ask them!)

7. Transfiguration has grown, amazingly! I wonder what could help us grow more.
Be in touch.

 
   
David
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